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Mission Statements 

The Salvation Army exists to share the love 
of Jesus Christ, meet human needs and be a 
transforming influence in the communities 
of our world. 

Salvationist informs readers about the mis- 
sion and ministry of The Salvation Army in 
Canada and Bermuda while engaging them 
with our biblical mission and purpose. 
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Are you sharing your faith? When you 
finish reading Faith & Friends in the 
centre of this issue, pull it out and give 
it to someone who needs to hear about 
Christ's life-changing power. You'll both 
be glad you did. 
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Sex and Salvationists 

In our planning to feature the topic 
of sex in Salvationist, we have heard 
lots of giggles and seen many looks of 
astonishment that we would dare print 
articles on this subject. But images and 
conversations about sex are all around 
us and we cannot hide our head in the 
sand and pretend it doesn't matter. Sex 
won't go away. God has created us as 
sexual beings, and he must have seen 
the importance of sex in human life to 
give us such powerful sex drives. 

We start from the premise of Genesis 1 
that God made the world and everything 
in it— including Adam and Eve— and saw 
that it was good. There is a completeness 
or wholeness in God's creation. Certainly 
sin entering the world has marred his 
creation, but in its essence it is good. 
Writers in this issue of Salvationist affirm 
a healthy sexuality within God's plan and 
through a biblical perspective. 

However, for centuries the Church 
has been plagued by thoughts about 
sex and humanity that spring from non- 
biblical thinking. Very early in the life 
of the Church, influential and heretical 
thinking about the duality of human 
nature entered into Christian thought, 
resulting in a belief that the body was 
material and sinful— in conflict with the 
spirit, which was separate and holy. Layers 
of this thinking over centuries have fos- 
tered an understanding that anything to 
do with the body or nature is evil. Early 
Christian saints took this view to the 
extreme to disconnect themselves totally 
from the world and physical pleasure. 
That was not God's intention. 

The biblical view that all of creation 
is good, yet blemished, leaves us with 
the understanding that sex is part of 
God's good plan for humanity. Yet with 
all good things there are boundaries to 
allow healthy creative expression. It is 
not healthy for us to have free and lib- 
eral access to whatever we desire, but 
all things should be nurtured and chan- 
nelled for our greater good. 

We are grateful to this month's con- 
tributors who have tackled some of these 
difficult issues we are facing, upholding 
clear biblical teaching while engaging 
with life in a real world. 

Ray Moulton 

Lt-Colonel, Editor-in-Chief 
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Talking It Over 



Let's Talk About 



Sex 



As a parent, how do you counsel 
kids to abstain? Is "safe sex" 
better than the threat of STDs 
and pregnancy? 



In this new Salvationist series, Captain Amy Reardon, 
Christian Education Director, Northwest Division, 
U.S.A. Western Territory, and Dr. James Read, 
Executive Director of The Salvation Army Ethics Centre 
in Winnipeg, dialogue about moral and ethical issues 



Dear Jim, 

Many years have passed since 
you and I attended the 
same corps in Hollywood, 
California, though I've 
enjoyed our occasional contact since 
then. Not everyone is lucky enough to 
have an old friend who is an ethicist, so I 
thought I might as well take advantage of 
it. Theology — the discipline in which I've 
invested myself — regularly crosses paths 
with ethics. So, let's discuss together a 
matter of great concern: kids and sex. 

Many Christian parents concede that 
their kids will become sexually active. 
Their children's safety is their primary 
concern, so they provide space for dis- 
cussion about safe sex and birth control, 
with themselves or another trusted adult. 
My husband and I try to teach our three 
sons that their Christian faith isn't meant 
to be a part of their lives, it should control 
everything they do. With this in mind, I 
can hardly say to my guys, "If you want 
to have sex, make sure it's safe." I don't 
want to send a conflicting message like 
that, and here's why: 

It communicates that I don't believe in 
them. As people who have received Christ, 
each of my sons is filled with the Holy 
Spirit and has the power to choose God's 
way over carnal ways. But if I present them 
with methods for safe sex, I am telling 
them that I don't think they can live up to 
biblical standards. Even if my sons weren't 
saved, I would hope that they would be 
capable of controlling their urges. They 
are humans, after all, not animals. 

It teaches that the standard of holiness 
and the direction spelled out in Scripture 
are flexible. As Salvationists, we believe 
that the Bible is "the divine rule of Christian 
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faith and practice" (Doctrine 1). We are to 
live as it teaches and not make excuses. 
Giving them room on this issue would 
teach them that their urges trump the truth 
of the Word, that the Bible is our rule for 
practice until it becomes difficult. 

It puts me in a place of teaching 
against the Word of God. 1 Thessalonians 
4:3-8 says: "For this is the will of God, 
your sanctification: that you abstain from 
fornication; that each one of you knows 
how to control your own body in holiness 
and honour, not with lustful passion, like 
the Gentiles who do not know God; that 
no one wrongs or exploits a brother or 
sister in this matter, because the Lord is 
an avenger in all these things, just as we 
have already told you beforehand and 
solemnly warned you. For God did not call 
us to impurity but in holiness. Therefore 
whoever rejects this rejects not human 
authority but God, who also gives his Holy 
Spirit to you" (NRSV). 

To clear up any ambiguity, Harper's 
Bible Dictionary notes that in the New 
Testament, the word "fornication" means 
"sexual activity outside the marriage 
relationship." God's will is that everyone 
abstains from fornication. Why would 
I offer an alternative to the mandate of 
Scripture? I want my boys to understand 
that God's requirements are in our own 
best interest, as well as his. We are most at 
peace when we are wise enough to choose 
his ways over our own. 

It denies the seriousness of the con- 
sequences. Teaching my sons about "safe 
sex" implies that the methods they employ 
won't fail. I know that parents offer dis- 
claimers about the reliability of birth con- 
trol, but teenagers are known to consider 
themselves indestructible. Rather than 
supporting that myth, we should help 



them understand their vulnerability. 

Parents of girls worry about an 
unplanned pregnancy. But there are dis- 
tinct problems for boys, too. The girl carry- 
ing the baby holds all the cards. Abortion, 
adoption, raising the child — these are all 
hers to choose. The moral conscience and 
religious convictions of the father have no 
weight. Imagine the heartache of a young 
man whose baby is aborted against his will. 
Imagine the complication of beginning a 
new family while balancing occasional 
visitation rights with a child born outside 
of wedlock. I don't want my sons to get the 
idea from me that any of this is easy. 

One of the beautiful elements about the 
recent movie Juno was how the title char- 
acter's father and stepmother handled her 
pregnancy. They coped rationally with the 
situation, and even managed to find some 
joy. Their love and support for their teenage 
daughter never wavered. While I want my 
sons to abide by biblical moral guidelines, I 
must remember that the overriding biblical 
theme is love — love that involves forgive- 
ness and grace. I plan to love my sons 
unconditionally, whatever decisions they 
make. I will hold the Christian standard 
high, but I won't withhold my compassion 
if the standard isn't met. 

Jim, do you think my position is 
ethically correct, or am I just being 
unrealistic? Amy 



Dear Amy, 

It's great to be in touch again. You'll 
remember our Jeremy and Becky, 
who were born while Laurie and I 
were at Hollywood Tabernacle. They 
are now parents themselves! So, as I come 
to the issues you've raised, it's with some 
of the parental anxieties behind me, and 
grandparental concern on the horizon. 

And that's perhaps something to 
admit — that these things don't just grab 
our intellects and our principles but our 
emotions, too. As our kids grow, they also 
take up their own place in the world. They 
test out their limits (and ours!) and they 
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Ellen Page and Michael Cera in Juno, a movie about the challenges of unplanned parenthood 



seek relationships that we haven't created 
for them. Seeing them test their freedom 
stirs pretty deep anxieties in most parents, 
don't you think? Especially when it comes 
to their sexuality I'm no Freudian, but old 
Sigmund was right to force us to admit 
what a powerful force human sexuality is. I 
think that Christians acquainted with their 
Bibles should know this independently of 
Freud. It's no mistake that sexual infidelity 
is used so often in Scripture as a metaphor 
for unfaithfulness to God. 

So, let me say right off the bat that as 
an ethicist, I appreciate the fact that you've 
not just gone to a bottom-line impera- 
tive: "Abstain, boys!" You have given good 
reasons. That's critical in ethics. We need 
not only to be doing the right thing, but 
also doing it for the right reason and with 
the right motivation. 

You have also asked yourself what you 
should or shouldn't say to your boys as 
their parent. Good ethics takes the situation 
into account. As a parent, you have ethical 
responsibilities to give good guidance to 
your children. What should or should not 



be said to your boys by their corps officer 
or by others could be quite different. And 
what you as a parent should say if your 
boys don't heed your wisdom could be 
quite different. It's not that the standard 
of holiness or the direction of Scripture is 
"flexible," but it is context-sensitive. 

That said, you're right to assert that 
the standard God sets for human beings is 
that full sexual intimacy is to be reserved 
for the mutually loving, faithful coven- 
ant of a woman and a man in marriage. 
Outside of marriage, sex should be off 
limits. Kids need to hear that message 
from their parents. 

You're also right to have grounded that 
message in the Bible. If I were to add any- 
thing to what you've said, it would be 
that we sometimes miss the way the Bible 
explains what's wrong with "fornication." 
For instance, the passage you cite from 1 
Thessalonians tells us sex outside marriage 
is at odds with sanctification, holiness, 
honour, love and self-control, and that it 
exploits and wrongs others. Sex outside 
marriage, the passage is telling us, creates 



interpersonal injustices and gets in the 
way of humans becoming all they can 
be. No wonder it's to be avoided. In other 
words, the Bible doesn't present God as 
an omnipotent kill-joy or tease. 

I remember an officer who ministered 
in a quasi-parental relationship to adoles- 
cents who were not just "sexually active" 
but were regularly prostituting themselves. 
It broke her heart. Not because she was a 
prude, but because the sexual encounters 
were harmful and dehumanizing, not even 
a shadow of the good God had designed. 
But her heart broke again when some 
Salvationists objected on moral grounds to 
her giving these young women condoms. I 
heard the passion of a parent when she said 
that she wanted to keep them alive long 
enough to accept the gospel. You're not in 
that kind of bind, Amy — thank God. But 
for a parent who is, can't it be the better 
thing to help your child to safer sex? 

It's sad but true that today's youth cul- 
ture is sexualized more than ever. At the 
same time, we've made it harder for young 
people to get married in their sexual prime. 
People are in their mid-20s before they 
have completed formal schooling, got- 
ten a decent job and started to pay down 
huge education loans. No wonder people 
don't get married before they're 28 (the 
current Canadian average). Did God mean 
for us to have a decade-long gap between 
sexual awakening and marriage? I'm not 
suggesting that sex outside of marriage is 
a good thing, but I think we bear some 
responsibility as a culture for making sav- 
ing sex for marriage more difficult than 
most of the cultures throughout history. 

Christian parents have to take into 
account the realities in which our kids 
are immersed, even while educating them 
in the ideals. Teens are smart enough to 
understand that good decisions are some- 
times best attempts at keeping to the per- 
fect standard. Teens also can get a GPS-fix 
on hypocrisy! They can spot a phony. A 
parent that preaches that love and sex are 
meant to go together but disrespects the 
other parent in their home life is going 
to have a hard time instilling Christian 
values — harder than parents who get their 
daughters immunized against human pap- 
illoma virus because they know the real 
risks in the real world. 

There's so much more to this, Amy. But 
I've got to call it quits. As I go, I wonder — 
have you read Chick Yuill's . . . and God 
Created SexP. It's the only Army book 
I know of on the subject. Interestingly, 
he wrote it for his own kids. It's worth a 
read. Jim § 
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Going Green a 



Caring for the earth is a moral 
and theological priority for The 
Salvation Army. As a Christian 
organization, we believe that we are stew- 
ards of the home God created for us. And 
as members of the global community, we 
want to support the effort to sustain it. 

At territorial headquarters, conscien- 
tious strategies are now in place to decrease 
the use of paper. Electrical outlets have 
been installed in boardrooms to allow the 
use of laptop computers during meetings, 
rather than paper notepads. Spring clean- 
ing in the building provided the opportun- 
ity to dispose of paper and obsolete office 
equipment in an environmentally respon- 
sible manner. And t-shirts with Red Shield 
logos, made from organic cotton, are now 
featured in supplies and purchasing. 

The business administration depart- 
ment has also announced that, beginning 
with the next model year (2009), it will 



introduce "greener" 
cars and vans into 
its fleet. They will 
improve efficiency 
and decrease pol- 
lution caused by 
global warming. 
They will also be 
more fuel efficient, 
a further advantage 
to the program. 

In March, THQ par- 
ticipated in Earth Hour, 
joining an estimated 150 com- 
munities across Canada in taking a 
symbolic stand on climate change. An 
initiative of the World Wildlife Fund, Earth 
Hour began in Sydney, Australia, in 2007 
with 2 million participants. 

As people made in the image of 
God (see Genesis 1:27), we have been 
entrusted with the care of the earth's 




resources (see Genesis 
2:15). Stewardship 
requires that we use 
these resources in a 
manner that ensures 
the well-being of 
present and future 
generations. 

Gods instruction 
to "subdue" the earth 
and "rule" over every 
living thing (see Genesis 
1:28) cannot be interpreted 
to justify abuse or disregard for 
any life, not only human life. The priv- 
ileges granted require our accountability 
to him and one another. 

Salvationists as individuals and The 
Salvation Army as an organization should 
accept responsibility for the environment 
by taking practical steps to regenerate and 
conserve God's creation. 



White Gifts 

Open DooiSiaitcNoith Toronto 




Easter Sunday presented 
the congregation at North 
Toronto Community 
Church with the opportunity 
to become involved with its 
Open Door outreach program. 
Volunteers offer lunch, a listen- 
ing ear and practical support to 
30-50 individuals five days a 
week. People with various needs 
benefit from the program. Seniors 
on fixed incomes appreciate the 
hot meal and fellowship. Others 
who are homeless or destitute 
find some of their everyday needs 
met. 

Major Wavey Birt, CO, calls 
the clients "part of the church 



family." Many attend Sunday ser- 
vices on a regular basis, benefit- 
ing from the warm fellowship 
with Salvationists. 

This was the second year 
white gifts were received from 
the corps. The community ser- 
vice committee was looking for 
a way to involve the rest of the 
congregation in this important 
ministry. They remembered the 
practice of bringing white gifts 
(non-perishable food items, 
toiletries, etc.) to church in the 
past and decided to revive it. The 
response was so successful, they 
repeated it this year, with posi- 
tive results. 



Did you know... 

...Cpt (Dr.) Paul Thistle, chief medical 
officer at Howard Hospital, Zimbabwe, has 
been awarded an honorary doctor of laws 
degree from the University of Windsor? 
The degree recognizes CptThistle's 
outstanding work with AIDS in Zimbabwe 
and his dedication to social justice 
...Little Bay Islands Corps, N.L., held a 
gospel concert in support of the Gifts 
of Hope campaign?The proceeds of the 
evening totalled $300 
...a recent study reported that more 
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than one tenth of Grade 6 students have 
tried alcohol in the last 12 months? It 
recommends that prevention programs 
begin with children in elementary 
grades 

...Lt-Col Hugh Til ley was honoured for 
his contribution to Salvation Army 
public relations? During the course 
of his career, he has conducted 40 
Red Shield Appeals, resulting in 
approximately $150,000,000 being raised 
...Aine Curran, first participant in the 
Executive on a Mission program, visited 



various Army projects in Tanzania while 
developing a documentary through her 
public relations firm? Mjr Gillian Brown, 
associate director of world missions, 
THQ, hopes this program will provide 
an opportunity to "educate and inform 
others of the difference a few dollars can 
make in the lives of vulnerable people" 
...in Owen Sound, Ont, the Army has 
helped approximately 500 families 
affected by an auto industry shut-down? 
The congregation reached out to those 
in need with gifts of food 



Around the Territory 




Our Leader/Fli 



We must love and serve... unconditionally 



Features Territorial Leaders 



www.SalvationArmy.ca/ourleader 



The Salvation Army in Canada and 
Bermuda has launched a new 
website dedicated to the office 
of our territorial leader, Commissioner 
William W Francis. 

By visiting SalvationArmy ca/ourleader, 
the public will have access to specific 
information about Commissioner William 
W Francis and his wife, Commissioner 
Marilyn D. Francis, who is responsible 
for women's ministries throughout the 
territory. The website will profile their 
ministry, including news reports and 



photographs of travels and activities. 

In his first posting, Commissioner 
Francis introduces himself as well as 
his wife, conveying some of their first 
impressions as leaders of the Canada 
and Bermuda Territory after their first 
year in office. He summarizes by say- 
ing, "Human needs across Canada are 
endless. As we serve the homeless, the 
addicted, the elderly and those who 
have been stricken by poverty, we love 
wholeheartedly because that is how God 
loves us." 



Exciting y ou f/j 
MiniStneS \n Midland 
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inistry to young people is an important feature of the 
Midland Corps, Ont. Over the past five years, it has 
worked hard to build its programs, concentrating on 

Monday evening activities for children and youth. Major Neil 

Evenden, CO, says, "We are very excited at the progress that 

has been made over the last five years." He points out that this 

is the primary connection to the corps for most of the 15-20 

young people who regularly attend. 

A children's program is an important part of the youth 

ministry. Nearly 20 boys and girls arrive at the corps each 

week for fun and fellowship. The recent enrolment of 12 

junior soldiers is evidence that the children are accepted as 

part of the corps family. 

In February, the corps supported its young people by holding 

Cafe d'Amour, a Valentine's Day musical evening. Proceeds from 

the event went to 

help sponsor eight 

delegates to attend 

the Youth Together 

weekend at Ontario 

Pioneer Camp. The 

corps is thrilled to 

see the progress 

made in reaching 

young people in 

their town with 

the good news of 

God's love. 



Live music 

was a special 

feature at Cafe 

d'Amour 




March Break Movies in 

iSt. Man^s 
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Young volunteers prepare to serve refreshments 

In a small town like St. Marys, where the corps is miniscule and 
resources are few, one becomes creative with the resources one 
has," says Major Jim Hann, CO, St. Marys, Ont. The corps offered 
a series of movies to young people in the small town of 6,300 in 
southwestern Ontario during March Break. 

The congregation rolled up their sleeves to set up the sanctuary 
following the Sunday service. Volunteers, including local high-school 
students in need of volunteer hours, vacuumed the popcorn from 
the carpets every afternoon when the children were gone. 

Leaders from the kids' club used the opportunity to meet the 
children. In St. Marys, The Salvation Army is perceived as the place 
where "poor people go," according to Major Hann. During March 
Break, corps members went out of their way to build bridges with 
families, overcoming that stereotype and establishing relationships 
with many not connected with other churches in town. 

The busiest day saw 50 young people enjoy movies, popcorn 
and a beverage in the sanctuary. Major Hann described the week as 
"a bit chaotic, with popcorn everywhere and kids running around. 
But we're providing a service to the parents and showing them that 
The Salvation Army isn't just a food bank. We try to show them 
that this is a place where they are welcome." 
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Slaves to Technology 

Do all the gadgets in our lives really make things easier? 

by Major Kathie Chiu 

Corps Officer and Executive Director of The Caring Place Ministries, Mountain View Community Church, Maple Ridge, B.C. 



It's 1:13 a.m. and I can't sleep. In the 
dark I see the glow from the laptop 
computer and think, "Oh, I forgot to 
turn it off." I pick it up and, before I 
know it, I am hooked up to the Internet 
again. I log on to a web forum to chat 
with my friend in England. Half a world 
away, she is just starting her day, preparing 
breakfast for her daughter. Yesterday we 
had a video chat — there we were, seeing 
right into each other's living rooms. 

It's funny how much our 
lives have changed. Twenty 
years ago, we didn't have 
the Internet or even per- 
sonal computers. One of 
my friends had a monstrous 
machine with a grand total 
of 64K on it. At one of my 
first jobs, there was an entire 
room dedicated to "The 
Computer." Nerdy guys 
in sweaters would scurry 
in and out of that room. I 
saw the computer once and 
was awed at its immensity 
Now, we carry BlackBerrys 
and cellphones in our pock- 
ets, and laptops that fit in 
manila envelopes. With all 
this new technology, our 
lives have been transformed 
irrevocably. The simple life? 
Gone. 

When I was a young girl and 
my parents got home from work, my dad 
read the paper and then watched the news. 
My mom would be in the kitchen prepar- 
ing supper. After supper we would watch 
a bit of TV and talk. Sometimes I talked on 
the phone with my friends, but usually I 
went over to their house and visited them. 
Then we would go out and play or go bike 
riding or sit around and talk. Sometimes 
I crave that simple life. 

When that happens I turn off the 
cellphone and the TV, grab a good book 
and head for a quiet spot. I love to go for 
nature walks and I cherish my time at my 
trailer in the summer. However, my laptop 
isn't usually far away and neither is my 
cellphone. And who can escape technol- 
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ogy when my dear husband has two TVs 
hooked up in the trailer? Oh yeah, don't 
forget the video games that the boys insist 
on bringing in case it rains. 

All this technology and interconnect- 
edness has got me thinking. Our lives are 
certainly enriched by technology However, 
it comes with a price. There is never any 
down time. There's always more e-mail to 
check, more news to catch up on, more 
messages to answer. Time flies and, after 




Wouldn't it be funny to 

get an e-mail from God? 

What would it say? 



a while, we realize we're not even having 
that much fun. 

What happened to quiet time? I used 
to pray in the car. Now the cellphone rings 
whenever I'm driving. On plane flights I 
used to look out the window at the world 
below. Now I stare at the laptop screen. 
When I awoke in the night, I used to read 
my Bible or pray. Now there's a Personal 



Digital Assistant (PDA), MP3 player and 
24-hour digital cable to distract me. 

Where is God in all of this? Wouldn't 
it be funny to get an e-mail from him? Or 
an instant message? What would it say? 
Perhaps it would tell us to slow down. It's 
a big challenge for us to stay connected 
to God while we're so busy connecting to 
everyone and everything else. 

Here are some things that I've found 
helpful to maintain that spiritual focus: 
Sign up on a reputable Christian 
website for a daily devotional 
e-mail. These help keep 
your mind focused when 
you are starting your day at 
work or when you've just 
put the kids to bed after a 
long day. 

• Join a Facebook group 

for Christians and share 

the journey. But beware . . . 

social networking sites can 

be enormous time suckers, so 

plan to log on only at specific 

times. 

• Schedule time in your 
day when all electronics are 
turned off and it's just you 
and God. A break from the 
constant chatter is essential 
for staying connected to him. 
It's also good for your mental 
health. 
• When you get home from work, 
spend time with your family first. Turn 
off your cellphone and PDA and resolve 
not to check your work e-mails from your 
home computer. Do homework with the 
kids at the dining room table instead of 
at the computer. 

Technology has made some things 
faster and easier. But it has also compli- 
cated our lives and brought a sense of 
busyness. The result? Too much stress. 
To navigate this new world with all its 
gadgets, we first need to get plugged in 
to the spiritual Source. Use technology 
to enhance your life, but don't make it 
your life. Staying connected to God is far 
more important. Guard your time with 
him carefully. 



Personal Reflections (jj 



Renew My Covenant 

Wherever we are in our spiritual experience, God calls 
us to maintain our relationship with him 

Commissioner William W. Francis, Territorial Commander 




The prolific Salvationist 
poet Will J. Brand 
composed more 
than 350 songs and 
150 sonnets, 15 of which have 
become well known through 
the Army songbook. One of 
his poignant songs of consecra- 
tion (SASB 534), with music 
by Colonel Bramwell Coles, 
was originally titled Renewal. 
As covenanted people, we 
embrace and affirm Will 
Brand's personal spiritual 
journey. An intentional, slow 
reading of the first verse brings 
rich blessing: 

When from sins dark hold thy 

love had won me, 
And its wounds thy tender 

hands had healed, 
As thy blest commands were 

laid upon me, 
Growing light my growing need 

revealed. 
Thus I sought the path oj 

consecration 
When to thee, dear Lord, my 

vows were given; 
And the joy which came with 

full salvation 
Winged my feet and filled my 

heart with Heaven. 

"The joy which came 
with full salvation" 

Do you remember when you 
were saved — the day when 
you became "a new creation," 
with the old having gone and 
the new having come (see 2 
Corinthians 5:17)? All believ- 
ers enthusiastically answer this 
question with a resounding 
"Yes!" It is a question that is 
easy to answer but difficult to 
explain. Forgiven . . . accepted 
into God's family ... free! 
While the experience is hard 
to explain, it is impossible to 
restrain. As the Apostle Paul 



urges, "Rejoice in the Lord 
always. I will say it again: 
Rejoiced (Philippians 4:4). 

Through the anesthesia 
of neglect, the initial joy will 
diminish. Indeed, the joy can 
be lost. Questions come: "Do 
I feel the excitement today? 
Am I willing to do anything 
for Christ? Does my heart still 
overflow with joy?" With David 
we plead, "Restore to me the 
joy of your salvation and grant 
me a willing spirit, to sustain 
me" (Psalm 51:12). 



The questions tug at the 
heart. "Could I, once devoted to 
Christ, actually deny him and, 
in so doing, breach my sacred 
covenant with God? Could I 
somehow sever my agreement 
with the Almighty?" 

"With my Lord 
unbroken faith to keep" 

Victory is found in the earnest 
prayer of the final verse: 

By the love that never ceased to 
hold me 




"In my heart of hearts 
have I denied thee?" 

The final couplets of the second 
verse pose the fundamental, 
heart-searching questions: 

Have I ceased from walking 

close beside thee? 
Have I grieved thee with an 

ill-kept vow? 
In my heart of hearts have 

I denied thee? 
Speak, dear Lord, speak 

and tell me now. 



In a bond nor life nor death 

shall break, 
As thy presence and thy power 

enfold me, 
I would plead fresh covenant 

to make. 
From before thy face, each vow 

renewing, 
Strong in heart, with purpose 

pure and deep, 
I will go henceforth thy will 

pursuing, 
With my Lord unbroken faith 

to keep. 



The key to upholding our 
sacred covenant is staying 
close to God, keeping faith 
with him. He always gives us 
the choice, for he will never 
force us into this relationship 
with him. 

Yet he promises to always 
help us. James reminds us 
to "Come near to God and 
he will come near to you" 
(James 4:8). In like manner, 
the writer of Hebrews reiter- 
ates this eternal promise: 
"Christ is the mediator of 
a new covenant, that those 
who are called may receive the 
promised eternal inheritance" 
(Hebrews 9:15). 

How about you? Have you 
lost fellowship with Christ? 
Do you need to renew your 
covenant with God? 

Whether you are a cadet 
signing your covenant prior 
to your ordination and com- 
missioning, or an officer, sol- 
dier or friend of The Salvation 
Army, I pray that you will take 
time to make or renew your 
covenant with your Creator, 
who loves you with an ever- 
lasting love. As you do so, you 
will experience God's richest 
blessing. May you continue to 
serve the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords all the days of 
your life. 

Let's conclude by repeating 
(or feel free to sing!) the 
chorus, as a resolute affirma- 
tion to our Lord: 

By the love that never ceased to 

hold me, 
By the blood which thou didst 

shed for me, 
While thy presence and thy 

power enfold me, 
I renew my covenant with thee. 

Amen. 
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Canadian Staff Band visits Partners in Mission territory to conduct 
territorial music institute and share in Easter ministry 

by Major Ken Smith, Associate Editor, Salvationist, and Deputy Bandmaster, Canadian Staff Band 



Salvationists in Mexico City were 
thrilled with the ministry of the 
Canadian Staff Band during its 
10-day visit March 14-25. The 
trip marked the first time the CSB had been 
to the country which is one of Canada and 
Bermuda's mission partners. 

A small group of band members gave 
sacrificially of their time and leadership 
skills to help run the first music institute 
held by the Mexico Territory. Seventy-five 
students came to the Army children's home 
for instruction in brass, vocal and various 
other gospel arts, along with classes in 
music theory. 

Only four students had ever played 
a brass instrument before, so with most 
it was a case of starting with the basics. 
Nevertheless, the students made good 
progress, as evidenced by the standard 
heard in the final program. Elective classes 
were also offered in timbrels, guitar, per- 
cussion, mime and praise and worship. 

The Canadians had a wonderful time 
getting to know the Mexican young people 
and were able to overcome barriers of 
language and culture to forge new rela- 
tionships and make a significant spiritual 
impact on students' lives. Band members 
were grateful for the assistance of Colonel 
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David Gruer, a retired Canadian officer who 
has spent a lifetime of ministry in Latin- 
American countries, and Emily Ewing of 
Peterborough Temple, both of whom pro- 
vided translation throughout the week. 

Commissioners William W and Marilyn 
D. Francis, territorial leaders for Canada 
and Bermuda, arrived in time for the final 
program on Thursday afternoon, where 
they witnessed first-hand the students' 
accomplishments. They were present as 
guest speakers for Easter weekend and 
were soon joined by the full staff band for 
the Maundy Thursday service at Mexico 
City's Corps No. 1. During the meeting, 
Staff Bandsman 
Cameron Raw- 
lins testified to 
God's work in his 
life before sing- 
ing Above All to 
an appreciative 
congregation. 
Commissioner 
William Francis 
then gave a stir- 
ring presenta- 
tion in which he 
used authentic 
elements from 



the Jewish Passover meal and described 
its Christian significance. Present for the 
occasion were Colonels Olin and Dianne 
Hogan, territorial leaders for Mexico, 
and Major Doug Danielson, DC, Capital 
Division, who served as translator through- 
out the weekend. 

On Good Friday, the CSB participated 
in a three-hour afternoon service, in which 
seven speakers preached on the sayings of 
Jesus from the cross. In addition to sharing 
a biblical meditation on John 19:26-27, 
Commissioner Marilyn Francis sang a mov- 
ing rendition, in Spanish, of the popular 
hymn The Old Rugged Cross. 




A highlight of the weekend was the 
large Marcha de Gloria (Parade of Witness) 
on Saturday afternoon. Organized by 
evangelical churches in Mexico City, the 
march was led by the CSB and a large 
contingent of Mexican Salvationists. To the 
martial strains of He Lives and Up From the 
Grave He Arose, some 15,000 participants 
paraded along the seven-kilometre route 
through the historic downtown streets to 
witness to the life-changing power of the 
risen Christ. 

On Sunday morning, a 6 a.m. sunrise 
service at Corps No. 1 included lively 
music, testimonies, an Easter message by 
Commissioner William Francis and the 
enrolment of nine senior soldiers. The 
meeting was followed by an outdoor service 
at the Capital City Baptist Church, then 
an indoor service at the Union Church. 
Both were predominantly English-speaking 
congregations that thoroughly appreciated 
the band's ministry of music. 

After lunch, it was off to Chapultepec 
Park for an outdoor concert followed by a 
tour of Chapultepec Castle, former home 
to Emperor Maximilian and now preserved 
as a national history museum. Throughout 
the weekend, in addition to their official 
duties, the Canadian visitors also enjoyed 
a bus tour of Mexico City, visited a local 
craft market and took an excursion to the 
Teotihuacan Pyramids. 

Band members are grateful for the 
hospitality provided by staff of the chil- 
dren's home where they stayed during their 
visit as well as the kindness of Mexican 
Salvationists. The trip will be a lasting 
memory for all who took part. 

For a full report and more pictures of the 
Canadian Staff Bands trip to Mexico, visit 
Salvationistca/CSB 
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How to practise chastity in an unchaste world- 
resorting to metal underpants 



-without 



by Aaron White, 614 Vancouver 



One of the greatest 
"spoof" movies 
ever made has 
to be Robin Hood: 
Men in Tights. Maybe I have a 
warped sense of humour, but 
when the Merry Men kick into 
the musical number about how 
manly they are in their green 
tights, I laugh so hard I have 
difficulty breathing. 

Another scene in that movie 
is seared into my memory. 
Robin Hood and Maid Marian 
are finally going to, uh, get 
intimate. But there's a signifi- 
cant problem. Maid Marian is 
wearing a chastity belt — a huge 
metal pair of underpants with 
a big padlock and someone 
else holds the only key. No 
amount of sawing, chiselling 
or, indeed, jack-hammering 
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will remove this large, metal, 
clunking guard of purity. 

The Naked Truth 

Unfortunately, that is often our 
prevailing view of chastity. It 
is that wretched, cumbersome 
thing attached to us by our 
parents, church or culture that 
stops us from having fun. Few 
if any of us are currently wear- 
ing metal underpants, but we 
may feel that our chastity belts 
have taken the form of guilt, 
fear or taboos. Whatever it 
looks like, we can get to believ- 
ing that "chastity" is merely 
that frustrating thing that gets 
in the way of "intimacy." 

This is a serious corrup- 
tion of the meaning of chastity. 
Chastity is about far more than 
just being prevented from hav- 



ing sex. It's about the way we 
relate to other people, about 
the honour and respect we give 
to another person. It's about 
treating each other as whole 
human beings, rather than 
simply as tools for our own 
pleasures or agendas. 

Chastity is concerned with 
purity and holiness. Often we 
make the mistake of believ- 
ing that holiness and purity 
are private, individual mat- 
ters. This is the opposite of 
the truth. Holiness is not just 
about how well I'm doing in 
avoiding certain sins. Rather, 
it is about having a right rela- 
tionship with God and with 
others. 

My responsibility in my 
relationship with God is to 
trust and obey him, to align 



my will with his and follow his 
example and his commands, 
and to gratefully receive the 
gift of his Holy Spirit and daily 
presence in my life. My respon- 
sibility in my relationship with 
others is to try and love them 
as Christ loves them and, if 
necessary, to lay down my very 
life for them. 

Barriers to Intimacy 

So chastity is largely about how 
I treat people around me. Do I 
treat people nicely only if they 
have something that I want or 
need? Do I manipulate people 
to get what I want? Are my 
relationships primarily about 
myself and my own desires? 
Am I objectifying people 
around me, seeing them pri- 
marily as consumers, pawns 



or sexual objects, valuable 
only for gratifying my lust or 
greed? 

It is those kind of attitudes, 
not chastity that actually kill 
the potential for intimacy. How 
can you be intimate — truly 
trusting, vulnerable, transpar- 
ent and loving — with some- 
one if your relationship with 
them is entirely selfish? If you 
are uninterested in someone 
else's mind, needs and desires, 
and care only for their body 
or their usefulness to you, it 
is a barrier in the true love 
department. 

Jesus went so far as to 
equate this kind of lust 
with adultery (see Matthew 
5:27-30). It is not wrong to 
find someone sexually attract- 
ive. But when we look at some- 
one as if they are only good 
for one thing, as if they only 
exist in order to satisfy our 
hunger, then we have sinned 
against them and God griev- 
ously. One of Jesus' strong- 
est sayings is that it is better 
to remove our eyesight than 
to continue to see the world 
from this unchaste perspective 
(v 29). This is usually under- 
stood to be exaggeration, but it 
does show just how dangerous 
this kind of selfishness is. 

Sadly, a great deal of our 
culture is based on this kind of 
selfishness. Sex is a commod- 
ity something to be sold or 
acquired with minimal emo- 
tional involvement. Quantity 
and variety of sexual experi- 
ence is what matters now, 
and children are taught from 
a young age that physical 
beauty and sexual attractive- 
ness are amongst the highest 
of virtues. We are encouraged 
to look at others not for who 
they are, but for what they can 
give us. And we are encour- 
aged to expect other people to 
look at us in the same way. The 
extremes of this are found in 
human trafficking, sex slavery 
and child prostitution. But the 
attitude can also be found in 
advertising, on porn sites, in 
high schools, and in our own 
hearts and minds. 



Becoming Whole 
People 

Eugene Peterson, in his book 
Christ Plays in Ten Thousand 
Places, delivers a helpful dis- 
tinction between the words 
soul and self. The word soul 
refers to a whole person, 
including all of that person's 
relational connections with 
the world around him or her, 
the people he or she interacts 
with, and with God as Creator, 
Redeemer, Counsellor and 
Friend. The word self refers 
to a person without all of 
those relational connections, 
stripped of context, stripped of 
God. When we reduce some- 
one — ourselves included — to 
a mere self rather than a con- 
nected soul, it becomes much 
easier to see others as dispos- 
able, as objects, and see our 
own thoughts and actions as 



something designed to bring 
about the highest level of 
intimacy between souls has 
been co-opted into making us 
even more isolated and self- 
centred. 

Still, we are told by our 
culture that chastity, or even 
just the desire to wait until 
covenanted marriage before 
having sexual contact, stands 
in the way of intimacy. This is, 
of course, nonsense. Chastity 
promotes intimacy by creating 
a safe and sacred space within 
which intimacy can thrive. 
Chastity means we choose to see 
others for who God made them 
to be — sexuality included — 
and to selflessly submit to one 
another out of love. 

Staying Accountable 

There is no easy solution for 
how to navigate chastely in 



Chastity is about far more than 

just being prevented from having sex. 

It's about the way we relate to 

other people 



affecting only ourselves and 
not the web of relationships 
around us. 

Then it happens that our 
natural desires, those given to 
us by God for the necessities 
and the fullness of life, become 
easily misdirected. God has 
given us sexual desire, and 
it is a good thing. In its right 
context, within the relation- 
ships of family, community and 
God, sexual desire is properly 
directed and beautiful. But our 
desires have been misdirected 
in almost every human arena. 
We want more than we should 
have, we want other than what 
is good for us, we want things 
outside the relationships and 
environments that give life. 
Uncommitted, emotionally 
detached sex has become 
the norm. The result is that 



an unchaste world. One sug- 
gestion is to do as the Amish 
do and turn our backs on the 
world's culture altogether. But 
this, as honourable as it may 
be, does not seem to take ser- 
iously the call to be salt and 
light, the instruction to be "in 
the world," or the example of 
Jesus himself and his first fol- 
lowers. God does not just ask 
us to say "no" to the kingdom 
of the world, he wants us to 
say "yes" to his Kingdom, to 
be more than conquerors. This 
means we must actively engage 
with this world and declare a 
different reality by our words 
and actions. 

This reality is one that pro- 
motes the sanctity not just of 
marriage, but of souls. Each 
person is worthy of our respect 
and our honour. Is there any 



area in our lives that has shown 
a lack of integrity? Do our 
actions — even our thoughts — 
match up with our words? Do 
we treat everyone around us 
as whole souls whom Christ 
loves and for whom he died? 
Or do we use people for our 
own needs and wants, sexual 
or otherwise? Those questions 
are for each person to bring 
before the Lord, but they are 
also intended for us — to keep 
each other accountable. Does 
anyone know you well enough 
to know when you have been 
selfish? 

So go ahead, be chaste. 
Don't be embarrassed about 
it. It is God's desire for us. Just 
don't bother with the metal 
underwear. 

14 Things You Can 

Do to Stop Sexual 

Exploitation 

1. Address the brokenness in 
your own life 

2. Oppose the legalization of 
prostitution 

3. Stop viewing pornography 

4. Educate others about human 
trafficking 

5. Promote gender equality 
and human dignity in your 
daily life 

6. Learn about The Salvation 
Army's anti-human traffick- 
ing campaign (see www.sal- 
vationist.ca/trafficking) 

7. Advocate for just immigra- 
tion policies and safe paths 
of migration 

8. Pray for the freedom of those 
affected by brothels in your 
city 

9. Question the norm of "sex 
for sale" 

10. Support the education of 
women and girls, especially 
in developing countries 

11. Contact your government 
representative with your 
concerns about trafficking 
and prostitution 

12. Do not stigmatize prosti- 
tuted women 

13. Challenge those who make 
sexist "jokes" 

14. Pray for healing to come in 
the area of trafficking and 
sexual exploitation 
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This month, eight new lieutenants of the God's 

Fellow Workers Session will be commissioned 

from the College for Officer Training in Winnipeg. 

Salvationist asked them to share something of their 

personal interests along with highlights and lessons 

learned during their training experience 



Workers 



Lieutenant Kim Bridge 
Home corps: Kamloops 
Community Church, British 
Columbia Division 
Favourite movies: The 
Count of Monte Cristo, Les 
Miserables 

Recently read book: The 
Searlet Thread (Francine 
Rivers) 

Training college highlight: 
Seeing the variety of min- 
istry opportunities in The 
Salvation Army and other partner organizations. This has 
encouraged me to dream of ministry possibilities and potential. 
Greatest spiritual lesson learned: The reminder that any day 
without prayer makes me weak. 




Lieutenant Alison Lublink 
Home corps: Oakville 
Community Church, Ontario 
Central-East Division 
Favourite TV show: The 
Amazing Race 

Recently read book: Bamboo 
Notebook (Leslie Rusher) 
Training college highlight: 
I have been blessed to serve 
with other Salvationists from 
one ocean of this great terri- 
tory to the other. 
Greatest spiritual lesson learned: Life is busy and is often 
filled with many unexpected interruptions. But through these 
God has spoken to me in profound ways, surrounding me 
with his presence and showing me his truth and love. 




Lieutenant Tina Dominaux 

Home corps: Grand Bank, 

Newfoundland and Labrador 

East Division 

Favourite TV show: CSI 

Recently read book: Just 

Walk Across the Room: Four 

Sessions on Simple Steps 

Pointing People to Faith (Bill 

Hybels) 

Training college highlights: 

Ministering at Heritage Park, 

Weetamah Corps' Urban 

Cafe and Golden West 

Centennial Lodge. 

Greatest spiritual lesson learned: God will equip me for 

what he has called me to do. "Not in my own strength can I 

accomplish all thou art planning for me, day by day; owning 

the limit of human endeavour, humbly I seek, Lord, the grace 

to obey" (SASB 501). 




Lieutenant Peter Lublink 

Home corps: Oakville 

Community Church, Ontario 

Central-East Division 

Favourite movies: The 

Bourne Identity, The Bourne 

Supremacy, The Bourne 

Ultimatum 

Recently read book: 

Paradoxy: Coming to Grips 

With the Contradictions of 

Jesus (Tom Taylor) 

Training college highlight: 

Travelling to various 

communities across Canada from Prince Rupert, B.C., to St. 

John's, N.L. 

Greatest spiritual lesson learned: To always be aware of 

what God is already doing in situations and in the hearts of 

people before I set foot in the door. 
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Together for Christ 



New officers prepare to move out into ministry arou 



iround the territory/ 




Lieutenant Amanda Swartz 
Home corps: Suncoast 
Citadel, Goderich, Ontario 
Great Lakes Division 
Favourite movies: Second- 
Hand Lions, Second Chance 
Recently read book: 
Redemption (Karen Kingsbury 
and Gary Smalley) 
Training college highlight: 
The great people I have 
met in a variety of settings, 
including corps appoint- 
ments, social services, college staff and my fellow cadets. 
Greatest spiritual lesson learned: To trust God and believe 
that he has the power to accomplish anything and everything 
that he desires and wills. 



Lieutenant Nathan Swartz 
Home corps: Suncoast 
Citadel, Goderich, Ontario 
Great Lakes Division 
Favourite movie, TV show: 
Stalingrad, House 
Recently read book: The 
Second World War (Winston 
Churchill) 

Training college highlights: 
My summer and winter 
assignments, as well as all 
my other field placements. 
I loved getting to meet 
Salvationists and others from all over the country and around 
the world. 

Greatest spiritual lesson learned: To love more fully and 
authentically. I have come to accept that no one has lived a 
perfect life, except for Jesus. Through loving him, I am learn- 
ing to love all people. 





Lieutenant Edi Matondo 

Home corps: Toronto 

Harbour Light, Ontario 

Central-East Division 

Favourite movie, TV 

shows: Elf, No Opportunity 

Wasted, The Hour 

Recently read book: Dreams 

From My Father: A Story oj 

Race and Inheritance (Barack 

Obama) 

Training college highlights: 

My arrival in Winnipeg and 

the warm welcome I received. Also the training principal's 

advice to "Play the ball where the monkey drops it" (speaking 

about our need to be aware of community). 

Greatest spiritual lesson learned: God is in our midst and 

takes great delight when we follow his will. When I am down, 

his love lifts me up. 



Lieutenant Lynda Wakelin 

Home corps: Glenmore 

Temple, Calgary, Prairie and 

Northern Territories Division 

Favourite movies: Shrek, 

Shrek 2, Shrek the Third 

Recently read book: Studies 

in Sanctification (Edward 

Read) 

Training college highlight: 

Leading the family carol sing 

at the Grace Hospice during 

my winter assignment this past Christmas. 

Greatest spiritual lesson learned: It is in facing the truth 

that God is able to provide healing and begin the process of 

reconciliation. 




Change in Officer Ranks 



In accordance with new orders and regulations issued by the General, it has been decided 
that all new officers around the Salvation Army world will once again be commissioned with 
the rank of lieutenant at the conclusion of their training. This change marks a return to the 
previous practice that was discontinued in 2001. Lay personnel who have been serving as 
lieutenants since that time will receive a new designation to be announced in due course. 
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Sex 2.0: The Next 
Generation 

We asked young people what 

their friends thought about sex. 

Here's what they said 

by Clint Houlbrook, Editor, SendTheFire.ca 




Justin Timberlake is Bringin Sexy 
Back. The former TV series Sex and 
the City has just been given the movie 
treatment. And who can forget that 
much-publicized kiss between Madonna 
and Britney Spears at the MTV Video Music 
Awards? 

In case you hadn't noticed, sex has gone 
mainstream. Young people are being con- 
stantly bombarded with sexually-charged 
advertising in movies, music, magazines, 
shopping malls, e-mail and social network- 
ing sites. It's impossible to escape. 

At SendTheFire.ca, we recently polled 
young people in the Church about what 
their peers at school think about sex and 
sexuality. We asked them three questions: 
"What is sex?," "What about homosexual- 
ity?" and "Should you save sex for mar- 
riage?" Here are their responses. 

Sex = ? 

To have sex or not to have sex? It's a ques- 
tion teens are contemplating at a much 
younger age. However, the question itself 
isn't always straightforward. The defin- 
ition of sex is increasingly open to inter- 
pretation. Ever since the Bill Clinton and 
Monica Lewinsky scandal, it's clear that 
one person's idea of "sex" is not the same 
as another's. 

When we asked young people, "How 
would you define sex?" responses included 
"sexual intercourse" and "physical sexual 
acts between two people." However, when 
we asked, "What does being sexually active 
mean?" their responses included "having 
vaginal or anal sex with someone of the 
same or opposite sex" and "having casual 
sex more than just one time." The first 
response leaves out oral sex and mastur- 
bation (self and other), activities that are 
no longer considered "sex" by many teens. 
The second suggests, wrongly, that people 
are not sexually active until they've had 
sex more than once. In addition, sexual 
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activity using technology such as webcams, 
instant messaging and cellphones is a mor- 
ally murky area for many teens. 

What's Your Style? 

Celebrity entertainers now live their life- 
styles in full view of the public. TV shows 
such as Boy Meets Boy, in which a gay 
man chooses a mate from a group of 15 
potential male suitors, are finding greater 
acceptance in the mainstream. These pub- 
lic conversations are changing what teens 
think about homosexuality. 

All of the young people we talked with 
knew three or more people in their wider 
circle of friends who were gay or lesbian 
and living a homosexual lifestyle. They 
also knew others who had been sexually 



Sex and technology is a 

morally murky area for 

many teens 



active with the same sex, either as a one- 
time experience or during a phase in their 
life. The tendency to experiment with one's 
sexuality, or "try before you buy," is becom- 
ing more acceptable in our culture. 

When asked, "How does your gen- 
eration view gays and lesbians and the 
homosexual lifestyle?" teens responded 
with: "They are normal and should just be 
accepted and loved," "It's a lifestyle choice 
that should be respected" and "I don't see 
them any differently than anyone else." 

Save Myself For What? 

Lastly, we asked "How does your gen- 
eration view waiting until you're married 
before being sexually active?" Responses 
included: 



• "I don't think it's seen as very realistic, 
even in my church. I don't really know 
many people that aren't sexually active 
in my group of friends." 

• "A lot of people I know don't have a 
plan to wait unless that is what they 
were taught by their parents. It doesn't 
matter to them if they save themselves 
for their husband/wife or not." 

• "They figure that the divorce rate is so 
high, why do they have to wait for a mar- 
riage that won't last when they can just 
wait for someone to love instead?" 

The perception on sexual abstinence 
before marriage is that "It's respected but 
not exactly understood," "People who wait 
are old-fashioned but it's their choice" and 
"It's up to them to choose." 

Welcome to Sex 2.0. It seems we all 
have a lot to learn. Let's be open enough to 
listen to the conversations and questions 
of young people. Then let's take time to 
discuss the benefits of a healthy, biblical 
view of sex in our churches. Help young 
people understand why God's plan stands 
in such sharp contrast to the messages 
they are receiving from the culture around 
them. Most important, let's model healthy 
sexuality, dating and marriage relationships 
in our own lives. God created sex, so let's 
not be afraid of the topic. © 

Questions for Refection 

• How can we use "cultural windows" 
(e.g. the Britney-Madonna kiss) to open 
a discussion with young people about 
healthy sexuality? 

• What kind of example are we modelling 
to our young people about sexuality? 

• Are we teaching them the value of mar- 
riage and the gift of purity? 

• How can we help them discover God's 
true plan for sex? 

• How should we react to individuals who 
are not living up to God's ideal? 



Officer Insight 



A Willing Heart 

Ministry should be a joy, not a burden 

by Major Kevin Metcalf, Secretary for Music and Gospel Arts, THQ Corps Ministries 




In this new Salvationist series, 
officers and lay Salvationists 
reflect on the value and privilege 
of Salvation Army officership. 

I don't know about you, 
but I find that I'm fairly 
effective doing the things 
I want to do, and some- 
what less effective doing those 
things that I "have" to do. In 
Exodus 2 1 :2-6, we find legisla- 
tion permitting a slave to say 
to his master, "I don't want to 
serve you under the oppressive 
burden of obligation. I love 
you and want to serve you will- 
ingly. I want to do this for the 
rest of my life." This makes a 
useful analogy for officership 
in The Salvation Army. When 
God calls a person to serve as a 
Salvation Army officer, he isn't 
imposing on that person an 
intolerable burden of slavery. 
He is inviting that person to 
enter officership willingly and 
joyfully — with thanksgiving, 
humility and grace. 

Officership has been a 
great adventure for me 
and, with Christ's help, I 
have never considered this 
calling to be an unreason- 
able burden. Yes, I have 
had to embrace a continu- 
ous learning curve as each 
appointment presented new 
challenges in unexplored terri- 
tory Yes, it has been hard some 
days. Yes, we have decon- 
structed the Army and put it 
back together again many times 
as we looked for ways to be 
more effective and productive. 
But the blessings — faithfully 
expected or delightfully sur- 
prising — and the profound joy 
have more than compensated 
for any sacrifice on my part. 
Whether sharing, laughing, 
crying, supporting, feeding, 



helping, challenging, accepting 
or walking alongside, ministry 
with people is never boring. 
And whenever the journey has 
seemed difficult I just needed 
to get over myself. God raised 
up an Army to suit himself, not 
to please me. 

Our Army is an excellent 
expression of the gospel, both 
theologically and ecclesiologic- 
ally sound. If I didn't believe 
that I wouldn't be here. I find 



With Christ's 
help, I have 

never 
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this calling 
to be an 
unreasonable 
burden 




myself constantly motivated by 
our high view of Scripture, our 
high Christology our gospel of 
salvation for the whosoever, 
our Wesleyan doctrines of full 
salvation and social holiness, 
and our calling to do some- 
thing about the poor and the 
marginalized. It is a privilege 
to be part of something so 
authentically like Jesus and 
his Kingdom. 

At the recent Discipleship 




Forum held at Camp Ladore, 
U.S.A. Eastern Territory, a 
great Salvationist by the name 
of Cotton Pressley imagined 
life for Jesus growing up in 
the Roman garrison town 
of Nazareth. Mr. Pressley 
envisioned a teenaged Jesus 
being forced to carry the 
burden of a Roman soldier 
for the legally obligatory 
1,000 paces (a Roman mile, 
see Matthew 5:41). But at the 
thousandth step, Jesus doesn't 
throw the burden down on the 
ground as any other Jew might 
reasonably have been expected 
to do. He keeps right on walk- 
ing, steadfast and sure. And at 
this point the Roman soldier 
is no longer in charge. Jesus 
is now expressing his author- 
ity. Jesus is only going to set 
this burden down according to 
the agenda of a higher author- 
ity, reflecting the attitude of 
a different sort of Kingdom. 
In serving willingly, Jesus is 
seeking to serve well. 

This is the sort of officer 
The Salvation Army needs. 
We are God's people and 
we are seated with Christ 
in the heavenly realms 
(see Ephesians 2:6). We 
need people who will 
serve from above — 
from the vantage 
point of the will- 
ing. Serving from 
underneath — 
from the van- 
tage point of 
the obligated — 
is depressing 
and ineffective. 
The Army needs 
people who will "do everything 
without grumbling or arguing" 
so that they will "shine" in their 
community (see Philippians 
2:14-15).© 
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Is anger getting the better of your relationship? 

Practise these eight steps to loosen the bonds 

of marital stress 



by Major Bob Armstrong, Corps Officer, 
The Willows— A Community Church of The Salvation Army, Langley, B.C. 



M 



y wife has me figured out. 
She knows if she can get 
me angry just before guests 
arrive, I will clean the house. 
Rather than verbalizing my feelings toward 
her, I channel my frustrations by reaching 
for the vacuum cleaner or mop and pail. 
This tendency to act out my feelings is not 
unique to me. We all communicate with 
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our spouses in non-verbal ways. 

Conflict in relationships is never easy. 
Rather than speaking the truth in love, as 
Paul instructs in Ephesians 4: 15, some of 
us opt for a "back door" route in an attempt 
to keep the peace. Some people use the 
deadly weapon of silence, refusing to speak 
to their partner for hours, days, sometimes 
weeks at a time. Others slam kitchen cup- 



boards or treat objects carelessly. Body 
language and facial expressions also play 
a role in non-verbal communication — that 
twitching jaw, dismissive hand gesture or 
pulsating vein in your neck can betray 
your true feelings. 

When we do speak, our words often 
complicate matters. Unhealthy verbal com- 
munication includes sarcasm, speaking 
through other people and hint-dropping. 
Some use guilt as a tactic to get what they 
want — "After all I've done for you, you 
can't do this one, small thing for me." 
Others try to intimidate by getting loud, 
aggressive or threatening. Some stonewall 
communication by pouting and groaning 
for all to hear but never verbalizing their 
true concerns. 

None of these forms of communication 
leads to healthy relationships. As a matter 
of fact, they usually backfire. When people 
pick up on the hint-dropping, manipula- 
tion and guilt-tripping, resentment grows 
and peace is short-lived. An intimidator 
may get his or her way, but at a cost. In the 
aftermath of an argument, the combatants 
"walk around on eggshells" and there is a 
greater reluctance to communicate authen- 
tically. The dramatic display of anger may 
be worthy of an Academy Award, but the 
relationship can suffer lasting damage. 

In The Feeling Good Handbook, author 
David Burns notes that for relationships to 
grow, two things are required: the chance 
to express your feelings openly and to 
actively listen to the other person's point 
of view. Bill Hybels, pastor of Willow 
Creek Community Church, calls these 
two properties of healthy communication 
truth-telling and truth-hearing. 

Truth-Telling 

The following are important steps for com- 
municating with your partner: 

1. Check Your Attitude 

How do you tell the truth in love? The 
Apostle Paul writes: "Let your conver- 
sation be always full of grace, seasoned 
with salt, so that you may know how to 
answer everyone" (Colossians 4:6). The 
word "grace" speaks to me of the attitude 
of communication. We must approach 
others in humility rather than coming 
from a stance of superiority. 

God has extended his grace to us, 
and we must extend that same grace to 
others. Paul instructs us to "be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you" (Ephesians 4:32). Before we confront 
others, we must first confront ourselves 



with the knowledge that we, too, are 
imperfect creatures. 

2. Identify the Issue 

Once your attitude has been checked, 
identify the issue needing to be communi- 
cated. My habit of cleaning the house when 
I'm mad, for example, is simply my way 
of avoiding the real issue. When your 
anger rises, pause for a moment and get 
in touch with what is really pushing your 
buttons. 

3. Choose an Appropriate Time 

I'm not a night person. Late in the evening 
is not a good time for my wife to engage 
me about matters of the heart. She comes 
to life after 1 1 p.m. — that's when I start to 
shut down. Timing is everything. Find a 
time where you are both able to give 100 
percent of your attention to the conversa- 
tion. The Bible notes, "There is a time for 
everything ... a time to be silent and a time 
to speak" (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7). 

4. Meet Face to Face 

If possible, meet to discuss your issues face 
to face. Some people attempt to communi- 
cate sensitive relationship matters through 
e-mail, text messaging or telephone, but 
these devices don't convey emotion well. 
Face to face, you can gauge emotion by 
watching body language. If you see a facial 
expression that doesn't convince you the 
issue is resolved, ask for clarification. 

5. Watch Your Language 

Sometimes it is better to be silent than 
to use inappropriate words that leave us 
feeling misunderstood and minimized. 
Although we may be trying to help the per- 
son, our words can sometimes leave them 
feeling worse about their situation. 

During a recent stop at Dairy Queen, I 
picked up the Coffee News. In the famous 
quotes section I read these words: "Some 
people speak from experience; others, 
from experience, don't speak." 

My dad taught me this lesson. Soon 
after I got my driver's licence at age 16, I 
got into a car accident that was entirely 
my fault. As it was only four blocks from 
my house, I ran to get my dad. He handled 
it so well. He dealt with the other driver, 
brought me home and never said another 
word about it for the rest of his life. He saw 
how shaken up I was and wisely concluded 
that I did not need a lecture. 

6. Affirm the Relationship 

Say something that expresses your feel- 
ings, but with the goal of reinforcing the 



relationship. For example, "I have a con- 
cern that I feel is getting in the way of our 
relationship. I'd like to talk about it so 
we can clear it up and get back to where 
we were." 

Treat your partner with dignity, respect 
and kindness. Paul sums it up wonder- 
fully in Ephesians 4:29: "Do not let any 
unwholesome talk come out of your 
months, but only what is helpful for build- 
ing others up according to their needs, that 
it may benefit those who listen." 

Bruce Weinstein in Life Principles: 
Feeling Good By Doing Good, says, "The 
word 'benefit' comes from the Latin word 
bene, which means 'good.' Whenever we 
benefit someone, we help them to flour- 
ish. Just as watering a plant gives it one 
of the elements necessary for the plant 
to grow, our words can help nurture our 
relationships." 

7. Communicate Using "I" Statements 

Rather than directing your attack by using 
the word you — "You never do what I ask" 
or u You are always causing problems" — 
try using "I" statements. These work well 
because they shift the emphasis off blaming 
(which can easily result in defensiveness) to 
how the person feels about the behaviour. 
An "I" statement would sound some- 
thing like this: "When the kitchen is left in 
a mess, I feel taken advantage of because I 
have to spend my time and energy clean- 
ing up after you. I would appreciate it if 
you would commit to putting the food 
away in the fridge and the dishes in the 
dishwasher." 

8. Know Your Partner 

People process things differently. Recognize 
the personality differences between you 
and your spouse. If you are an introvert 
by nature, let the extrovert know that you 
are processing the information, so your 
lack of immediate response is not mis- 
interpreted as lack of concern. If you are 
an extrovert, let the introvert know that 
you are not nagging or pressuring but just 
thinking out loud. 

Truth-Hearing 

This brings us to the other side of healthy 
communication: truth-hearing. When it 
comes to truth-hearing, some of us can 
relate to that classic scene at the end of 
the movie A Few Good Men when Jack 
Nicholson's character shouts: "The truth? 
You can't handle the truth!" 

Truth can be tough to take. And yet, 
when words are spoken to us in love, we 
can discover nuggets of wisdom that move 



us toward growth. Many Bible verses illus- 
trate this truth: 

• "Whoever needs a life-giving correc- 
tion will be at home among the wise. 
Those who disregard discipline despise 
themselves, but those who heed cor- 
rection gain understanding" (Proverbs 
15:31-32). 

• "The way of fools seems right to them, 
but the wise listen to advice" (Proverbs 
12:15). 

• "To answer before listening — that is folly 
and shame" (Proverbs 18:13). 

• "Everyone should be quick to listen, 
slow to speak and slow to become angry, 
because our anger does not produce the 
righteousness that God desires" (James 
1:19-20). 

Listening not only makes someone feel 
valued, but in listening we may hear a life- 
giving truth that can lead us to another 
level of personal and relational growth 
and maturity. 

True, it takes courage to stand up and 
speak, and courage to sit down and lis- 
ten. Now that I've caught on to my wife's 
house-cleaning ploy, I've decided to change 
my style of communication. Rather than 
acting out my feelings, I am opting for a 
healthier method of communication. After 
all, it beats cleaning the house. 

Tips for Good Listening 

• Get rid of distractions. Turn off the TV, 
computer or cellphone; put down your 
newspaper or book. 

• Listen without passing judgment. Be 

patient as thoughts and emotions are put 
into words. Watch for body language and 
gestures that are also communicating. 

• Clear your mind. Guard against practis- 
ing a response in your mind while the 
other person is talking. 

• Don't interrupt. Respect the other per- 
son's right to speak. Resist the urge to 
finish one another's sentences. Ask for 
clarification if necessary. 

• Don't tell them how they should feel. 
Listen without providing a solution to fix 
the problem. Be open to seeing the other 
person's point of view. 

• Refrain from giving pat answers or 
advice. Share your opinion only at the 
invitation of the other party. 

• Check for accuracy. During an appropri- 
ate break in the conversation, say, "I just 
want to make sure I am clear about what 
you are saying. Are you saying ...?" 

• Avoid "communication killers." 
Labelling, humouring, teasing, sympathiz- 
ing or changing the subject only aggra- 
vates the situation. 
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Domestic Abuse 
the Way Out 

At Kate Booth House, one woman learns to 
feel beautiful again 



by Major Marjory Peddle, Kate Booth House, Vancouver 



On a cold day, Maria (not her 
real name) arrives at the 
door of Kate Booth House. 
This Salvation Army centre 
is a safe haven for women and their chil- 
dren fleeing abuse. Maria looks worn out 
and desperate as she tearfully thanks the 
person who opens the door to welcome 
her and her children. 

Maria is like many of the women who 
come to Vancouver's Kate Booth House. 
They come fearful because they are unsure 
of their future; they come because they 
want to be safe. 

After a few days, Maria begins to join 
in the activities that are prepared for the 
residents. Opportunities are given for them 
to share their story and Maria feels safe in 
talking more openly about herself. Her 
spirit is broken as she relates the sexual 
abuse in her life, but she finds relief in the 
knowledge that someone is listening. 

When one of the women tells her that 
she is beautiful, however, Maria lashes out 
in anger. "I am ugly! Can't you see?" she 
yells, as she covers herself with a blanket. 
Maria's home life was violent and she is not 



used to kind words. She does not yet know 
how to receive such compliments. 

Beauty School 

Days later, the women are enjoying an 
evening of pampering, complete with 
facials, manicures, foot massages, painted 
nails, makeup and hair care. Maria cau- 
tiously joins in and is made to feel part of 
the group. At the end of the evening, with 
tears in her eyes, she admits she feels good 
about herself for the first time in a long 
while. This is a baby step of recognition 
for Maria as she acknowledges that she is 
indeed a beautiful woman. Her eyes have 
a sparkle and her face a new glow that has 
everyone talking. 

In another group session, she learns 
about inner beauty, the kind that doesn't 
need to be painted on. This beauty comes 
from your heart — it is the true you, it is 
healthy and good. Maria listens hard and 
takes notes. 

At Kate Booth House, there are many 
opportunities for discussion about self- 
esteem, self-confidence and internalized 
guilt and shame. The evening counsellors 




give residents tools to help them on their 
new journey to healing. It is wonderful 
to hear the kind accolades that are shared 
in this group as the residents build each 
other up with encouraging words. As Maria 
attends various sessions, she recognizes 
that people enjoy her company and they 
make her feel special. 

Like the other residents, Maria has 
opportunity to speak privately with coun- 
sellors who give her confidence to look at 
herself and help her cope with past abuse. 



Signs of Domestic Abuse 

• A woman seems afraid of her 
partner or is always anxious to 
please him. 

• She has stopped seeing friends 
or family, or cuts conversations 
short when her partner is in 
the room. 

• Her partner often criticizes or 
humiliates her in front of other 
people. 

• Her partner pressures or forces 
her to do sexual things. 

• She often talks about her part- 
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ner's jealousy, bad temper or 
possessiveness. 

• She is anxious or depressed, 
has lost her confidence or is 
unusually quiet. 

• Her partner orders her about or 
makes all the decisions. 

- She has unexplained physical 
injuries (bruises, broken bones, 
sprains, cuts). 

• Her children seem afraid of 
her partner, have behaviour 
problems or are withdrawn 
and anxious. 



• She is reluctant to leave her 
children with her partner. 

• After she has left the relation- 
ship, her partner constantly 
harasses her. 

What Can I Do to Help? 

• Listen to what she has to say. 
Don't judge, but rather respect 
her decisions and help her to 
find ways to become stronger 
and safer. 

• Take the abuse seriously. People 
are much more likely to cover 



up or downplay the abuse, 
rather than to make it up or 
exaggerate. 

• Help her to build self-confi- 
dence. Tell her you think she 
has been brave in being able 
to talk about the abuse. 

• Help her to recognize the abuse 
and understand how it may be 
affecting her and her children. 
You could say, "I'm afraid of 
what he could do to you" or 
"I'm worried that it will get 
worse." 




This is a new beginning for Maria. As she 
sees that people love her for who she is, 
she doesn't have to pretend anymore. 

Spiritual Awakening 

During her stay at Kate Booth House, Maria 
is introduced to the Bible, which she finds 
in a drawer in her bedroom. She recalls 
attending church as a child, but by her late 
teens, she had lost interest. Since then, she 
has felt awkward and uneasy whenever the 
topic of spirituality is mentioned. 



One day she blurts out, "How could 
God have let my husband abuse me?" 
The pain is real and her voice quivers in 
anguish. Heads nod in agreement, because 
the other women understand her pain. 
These are the moments when silence is best 
and everyone takes a moment to breathe 
and process their thoughts. 

Soon afterward, a child comes to sing 
to the women. The children at the home 
love to participate, and this young girl 
is an entertainer at heart. From her little 



body comes a beautiful voice that sings: 
"Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible 
tells me so." 

Marias expression changes. The simple 
message that the child sings reminds her 
of the Scripture she read in her room. 
"Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you rest" 
(Matthew 11:28). 

"Could this be true for me?" she asks 
me one day. I am happy to say yes, and we 
pray together. It is an enlightening moment 
for Maria as she decides that she wants to 
know more about Christ and how he can 
change her life. 

One day she blurts 

out, "How could God 

have let my husband 

abuse me?" 

The counsellors at Kate Booth House 
do not push any religious belief on the resi- 
dents. But they will discuss their own faith 
and, if requested, pray a Christian prayer 
with them. We have a quiet room where 
people of all faiths can go to meditate and 
pray. Christian booklets and resources are 
also available to help residents who choose 
to walk down this road of faith. 

Kate Booth House is the first stepping 
stone for many women to start their heal- 
ing. Maria leaves Kate Booth House a dif- 
ferent woman — more confident, self-aware 
and spiritually grounded. Professional 
counselling helps her cope with the trauma 
she suffered, and she now attends a small 
community church where her relationship 
with God is nurtured. Her journey con- 
tinues and occasionally our paths cross. 
I am pleased that she continues to grow, 
heal and find restoration. 



' Help her to understand that 
the abuse is not her fault. No 
one deserves to be abused, no 
matter what they do. 

• Tell her about the safe houses 
and services that are available. 
Remind her that she can call 
just for support and informa- 
tion; they won't pressure her 
to leave her home situation if 
she doesn't want to. 

> Keep supporting her, even after 
she has left the relationship. The 
period of separation could be a 



dangerous time for her as the 
abuse may increase. 

What NOT to Do 

• Don't blame her for the abuse. 
Don't ask questions such as 
"What did you do for him to 
treat you like that?" or "Why 
do you put up with it?" or "How 
can you still be in love with 
him?" These questions suggest 
that it is somehow her fault. 

• Don't keep trying to work out 
the "reasons" for the abuse. 



Concentrate on supporting the 
person who is being abused. 

• Don't be critical if she says she 
still loves her partner, or if she 
leaves but then returns to the 
relationship. Leaving an abusive 
partner takes time, and your 
support is really important. 

• Don't attack her partner. Point 
out the abusive behaviour and 
let her know that no one has the 
right to abuse her (for example, 
say, "Your partner shouldn't 
treat you like that"). Criticism 



of her partner is only likely to 
make her defend him. 

• Don't give advice or tell her 
what you would do. This will 
only reduce her confidence to 
make her own decisions. Listen 
to her and give her information, 
not advice. 

• Don't pressure her to leave or 
try to make decisions on her 
behalf. Focus on listening and 
supporting her to make her 
own decisions. She knows her 
own situation best. 
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In anticipation of 

Symposium 2008, 

Salvationists across 

the territory take 

stock of how the 

Army is fulfilling its 

mission in their local 

communities 



Mapping aWew Direction 



n November 2005, more than 150 
Salvationists from across Canada and 
Bermuda met for a symposium to dis- 
cuss the future direction of the territory. 
Five main issues were identified: 1 . Salvation 
Army Identity, 2. Interacting with Current 
Culture; 3. Authority, Formal Relationships 
and Partners; 4. Discipleship and Spiritual 
Growth; and 5. Leadership in Organizational 
Change. Salvationist asked select delegates 
from 2005 to comment on these five areas 
from the perspective of their local situation. 
In preparation for Symposium 2008, we will 
look at each issue individually over the next 
five months. 

Salvation Army Identity 

How is The Salvation Army perceived in 
your community? Has the Army's iden- 
tity changed? What impact (positive or 
negative) is this having on the Army's 
ministry? 

In the Okanagan Valley The Salvation 
Army is seen as a positive force for social 
justice. The wildfires in 2003 enabled the 
Army to play a visible role in supporting 
emergency personnel and individuals who 
had been evacuated. The Red Shield is 
imprinted on everything from our emer- 
gency vehicle to articles of clothing, and 
when people see it they know we are there 
to help. Still, we constantly struggle to help 
people understand that we are more than a 
social-services agency. Unfortunately, when 
many people think of the Army, all they 
see is our work with the poor and those 
on the fringe of society. Even when they 
realize we are a church, they often think 
we're only for those in need. Our role in 
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the Okanagan fires allowed us to show 
the community that we are here for every- 
one, regardless of their economic means. 
Developing an understanding that the 
church is open and available to all — that 
we accept people from all socio-economic 
backgrounds — is vital. 

Darryl Burry 
Kelowna CC, B.C. Div 



"I still hear people 

proclaiming The Salvation 

Army as their charity 

of choice. They often 

describe us as the only 

organization people trust 

to do good work' with 

their money" 



The Salvation Army in St. Albert is per- 
ceived in a very positive light. The 
majority of people identify us as a social- 
services agency and not a church, but that 
is starting to change. In recent years we 
have dramatically increased our presence 
in the community and this is seeming to 
have an extremely positive impact. 

Captain Tiffany Marshall 

St Albert Church and 

Community Centre, Alta., 

Prairie & Northern Ttys Div 



In Saskatoon, the Army is perceived more 
as a charity than a church. People see us 
ringing the bells at Christmastime, working 
with the underprivileged in the inner city, 
in prison ministries, during emergencies 
and during the annual Red Shield Appeal. 
But in most instances they don't recognize 
that we are a place of worship. If our focus 
changes every time a new officer arrives, 
this can also impact the Army's identity in 
the wider community. Sometimes a change 
is necessary and can bring about improve- 
ments, but at other times it can confuse 
people and leave them wondering about 
the Army's ministry. In an urban setting, 
where corps and social services ministries 
are not connected, it is important for corps 
members to be visible. This can lead to 
ministry opportunities that can benefit 
the entire city. Leaders of various ministry 
units must work together to create a uni- 
fied approach. If they don't, we may miss 
vital opportunities to share God's love to 
a lost world. 

Glenna Cryderman 

Saskatoon Temple, 

Prairie & Northern Ttys Div 

In Swift Current, The Salvation Army is 
seen primarily as a social agency with a 
church. We are the only food bank serving 
a population of approximately 17,000, 
including the surrounding area. We are 
also seen as a church that helps families in 
need by offering programs to help adults 
and children. Our family services office 
is the place where people go who have 
nowhere else to turn — a place where they 
will be accepted. Our kids' club is known 
for attracting young people who are having 



problems coping with life. In recent years 
we have tried to let people know we are 
also a church. One positive result is that 
more people are finding a place where they 
hear the gospel message and are loved. 
The negative aspect is that other social 
agencies and churches see us as the main 
providers of help for the underprivileged 
and are quite content to let us handle this 
work. They don't get involved personally, 
meaning our own people have to work 
long hours and get tired easily. Not many 
members of the community are willing to 
come worship with us and walk alongside 
the people whom we serve. 

Captain Jennifer Loner 

Swift Current, Sash., 

Prairie & Northern Ttys Div 

The Army is quite well respected in 
Brantford. We are identified by our 
uniform, band, kettles and community care 
ministries. People relate to us year-round 
but are especially aware of our presence 
at Christmastime. The identity of The 
Salvation Army has not changed much 
in this area. The informal or casual uniform 
is now used more in work situations, but 
full uniform, as used by our corps band, 
remains a very positive witness. 

Captain Dora Keeping 
Wyndfield CC, Brantford, Ont. GL Div 

The Salvation Army in Fenelon Falls is 
seen as a large social program. People 
view the Army thrift store and our corps 
as being one and the same, even though 
we're really not (the store is run by national 
recycling operations at THQ). It's a serious 
issue that we have discussed at our corps 
council as we have tried to find ways of 
becoming better known as a church con- 
gregation. When we changed the signs on 
our corps building, people in the com- 
munity noticed. Suddenly they knew we 
were a church and not just a legion hall. 
Things are changing slowly. We are still a 
work in progress. 

Captain Ron Wickens 
Fenelon Falls, Ont. CF Div 

In Gatineau, The Salvation Army is per- 
ceived as a social-services agency, similar 
to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. We 
have a specific identity as an organization 
that cares for those in need by provid- 
ing food and clothing, housewares and 
furniture. Having said that, our identity 
is slowly changing as we become more 
visible in the business community through 
the Rotary Club and the Christmas kettle 
campaign. We are beginning to take on a 



new authority regarding what we do in 
the social context. This is good in that it 
opens doors to service as well as to specific 
partnerships in the larger community. But 
it tends to push aside the aspect of spiritual 
growth in our corps. 

Captain Bonita Hebert 

Fglise Communautaire de VOutaouais, 

Gatineau, Quebec Div 

In our community, we still have a long 
way to go, but we have made great 
progress in the past few years. People are 
aware of The Salvation Army and even rec- 
ognize us as a church. Many are becoming 
more aware of our mission and we have 
seen growth in our corps as a result. 

Captain Carson Decker 
Sackville, N.S., Maritime Div 



personally very disappointing, as I believe 
it still conjures up feelings of trust, safety 
and caring. Having participated regularly 
in Christmas kettles and the annual Red 
Shield door-knock campaign, I still hear 
people proclaiming The Salvation Army as 
their charity of choice. They often describe 
us as the only organization people trust to 
do "good work" with their money. 

Arlene Riche 
St. John's Temple, N.L. F Div 

In Triton, The Salvation Army is perceived 
as a strong evangelical church. For more 
than 110 years it has been known for its 
spiritual ministry that has significantly 
influenced the moral fabric of community 
life. Its identity has always been, and still 
is, that of a vibrant Christian congrega- 
tion. To that extent, our mission has not 
changed. We are still in the business of 
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The Salvation Army in Gander has 
had the same identity since its begin- 
nings, although in the past three years it 
has expanded its ministry by opening a 
thrift store. In addition, our new family 
services ministry helps us meet people's 
physical needs. The Army is well known 
and respected in our community and over 
the years has been very successful. 

Cherie Green 
Gander, N.L. W Div 

Salvationism in Newfoundland and 
Labrador remains a unique experi- 
ence. In our province, people generally 
recognize The Salvation Army first and 
foremost as a Protestant denomination, 
though in more recent years it is becom- 
ing more identified as a social service 
organization, with the most recognizable 
symbol being the Red Shield. The uniform 
still opens doors and can be a "launching 
pad" for access and conversation. But it 
is being seen less and less, which I find 



saving souls, growing saints and serving 
suffering humanity. 

Howard Bridger 
Triton, N.L. W Div 

In Bermuda, The Salvation Army is 
seen very much as a helping agency — 
an organization that does "good works." 
People may not know everything we do 
or how we do it, but they trust us to be 
good stewards of the funds we are given. 
Historically, the Army in Bermuda has been 
seen as the one group that has a passion 
for the disadvantaged. In recent years, our 
identity as a church has changed. Many 
now realize that we are similar to other 
Christian denominations — Holy Ghost 
filled and fire-baptized. On the negative 
side, I find that we as an organization are 
not very good "cheerleaders" of who we 
are and what we do. 

Rosemary Phillips 

North Street Citadel, 

Hamilton, Bermuda 
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A Career in 
Music 

Music and The Salvation Army have been the central 
pillars of Deryck Diffey's life 



by Ken Ramstead, Associate Editor, Faith & Friends 




Deryck with a young student at Camp Ladore, U.S.A. Eastern Tty, in 2002 



The ministry of music is the 
biggest ministry in the Bible," 
declares Deryck Diffey "If you 
go through the Bible, in almost 
every chapter there'll be a hint that the 
ministry of music is the next thing to bib- 
lical teaching. All the priests in the Old 
Testament could play instruments, and 
if they didn't play an instrument, I don't 
think they made the priesthood." 

Music and The Salvation Army have 
been the two constants in Deryck's life. An 
accomplished brass player, he could have 
achieved high renown in the entertainment 
world, but was never tempted to leave the 
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Army. "I love jazz and big bands — in fact, 
I was asked to tour South Africa with the 
BBC Symphony Orchestra — but everything 
I needed to be a Christian was right here 
in the Army," he declares simply. 

Learning to Play 

Deryck was born in Newport, on England's 
Isle of Wright, into a family of Salvationists. 
His cornet-playing father was part of the 
corps band and his mother was the sing- 
ing company leader as well as the songster 
organist. 

Deryck's first musical experience was 
discovering his father's American-made 



cornet in a music case in the living room 
when he returned home one day. Ever 
inquisitive, the three-year-old proceeded 
to open it and started blowing away. "I got 
a hold of this thing and started making 
noises on it," he recalls. "I figured if Dad 
could play this thing, I should be able to 
play it. My mother thought it was rather 
cute, but when Dad came home from work 
I was packed off to bed." 

When Deryck's grandfather heard about 
this, he made a bargain with his father: "If 
you teach him how to play, I'll buy him a 
cornet of his own." 

The very first solo four-year-old Deryck 
ever played was Gentle Jesus, Meek and 
Mild. "And that was standing on the 
corps officer's chair!" he chuckles. Why 
that song? "Because that was the tune 
my mother would sing with me when 
we knelt and prayed every night before 
I went to bed." 

Young Deryck's early life on the Isle of 
Wright was idyllic, though he remembers 
some near misses from German bombs 
during the Second World War. Once while 
he, his mother and aunts were sunbath- 
ing on a nearby beach, they heard a low 
rumble. "We looked up and the sky was 
full of German bombers," he recalls. They 
were on their way to bomb Southampton 
and Portsmouth. "Our entire family made 
a mad dash to the cover of a nearby drain- 
pipe." From that shelter, they watched the 
bombers jettison their loads in the water, 
British fighter planes in hot pursuit. 

After the war, the Diffeys moved to the 
mainland, where young Deryck eventually 
joined the Tottenham Citadel band. Hard 
work and practice made their group one 
of the Army's finest. After a stint in the 
British military, where he played in the 
Welsh Guards' band, Deryck immigrated 
to Canada following a band tour in 1965 
and became a founding member of the 
Canadian Staff Band in 1969, playing prin- 
cipal cornet for 27 years. Deryck retired 
from the CSB in 2001, but he continues 
to play and teach. 

God-Given Talent 

Research has shown that a two-hour con- 
cert by a brass player is the equivalent of an 
eight-hour day for a labourer. Most people 
are unaware of the many hours it takes to 
perfect a performance. In a typical week, 
Deryck averages 20 hours of practice. 

"Recently," recalls Deryck, "I put in 
five hours on Monday, followed by six 
hours on Tuesday, then a two-hour band 
practice at my home corps of Agincourt 
Community Church, Toronto. But I love 



every minute of it. I wouldn't have it any 
other way." 

Part of the satisfaction Derycks had in 
his career is ministering through his music. 
One day, he encountered a bandsman who 
had been at a concert where Deryck had 
played decades before. 

"I want to tell you something," he 
said to Deryck. "I was at a point in my 
life where I was ready to walk out of the 
church and leave the Lord. But the turn- 



around point for me was when you stood 
up and played Tucker (Thou Christ of 
burning, cleansing flame')." 

"In cases like that, you don't realize the 
effect you've had on a person until many 
years after," says Deryck. "I've had people 
come to me with similar stories but that 
was one of the most outstanding ones." 

"I have a God-given talent and most of 
the people I mix with have similar talents," 
believes Deryck. "When the Lord gives you 



something and you don't use it for him, 
or someone persuades you not to use it, 
then you are committing a tremendous 
sin. So I am compelled to use it to the 
best of my ability." 

Deryck Diffey's new CD, Playing on the 
Edge, is a compilation of various solos he 
has played with different bands over the 
years. It is available through supplies and 
purchasing 




Deryck at age 6 



Tottenham Citadel Band, 1965 



Canadian Staff Band, 1994 




ACADEMIC MERIT AWARDS AT BOOTH 

Booth College is committed to recognizing 
the significant achievements of its strongest 
applicants by awarding merit-based 
scholarships. 

Did you earn a grade 1 2 average between 
70 and 79 percent? You'll receive a $500 



entrance award. With 80 percent and up, 
it's $1,000. (Students must enroll for fifteen 
credit hours.) 

These awards are renewable each year 
you're at Booth. And if your GPA fits in the 
3.0 to 3.69 range, you're awarded $500 
toward your next year. A 3.70 GPA or better 
earns $1 ,000 toward your next year. 



If you're a transfer or after-degree 
program student, you are also eligible for 
entrance awards. You'll receive $500 if your 
GPA fits in the 3.0 to 3.69 range. A 3.70 
GPA or better earns $1,000. 

BOOthcollege.ca 




admissions@boothcollege.ca / toll-free 877.942.6684 / phone 204.924.4850 



June 2008 SALVATIONIST 25 



(p Celebrate Community I 



ENROLMENT 



Growing God's Army 
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BURLINGTON, ONT.— Five adherents are enrolled at Burlington CC. From 
left, Shirley Molloy, pastoral care director; Mary-Lou Moffat; Kimberley Moffat; 
John Palk; HelenThorne; Helen Mullings; Mjrs Shirley and Fred Ash, COs 




HAMILTON, ONT. — New adherents at Meadowlands Corps are welcomed 
by Mjrs Victor and Colleen Cyr, COs. From left.Timothy, Doreen and Norman 
Gibbons; Matt and Catherine Burse; Gabriel and Emma Krzywraczka; Ruth 
Williams; Shirley Hughes 



OSHAWA, ONT.— 
Mjrs Max and Doreen 
Sturge, COs, wel- 
come five new senior 
soldiers at Oshawa 
Temple. From left, 
Riley Thompson, 
Jason Butler-Burns, 
Victoria Burditt, John 
Baker, Tonya Lodge 
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QUESNEL, B.C.— Cpts Jim and 
Debbie VanderHeyden, COs, have 
been pleased to welcome 10 new 
adherents in recent months. Below: 
From left, Alexis Najera-Simmons, 
Shirley King, Joy Paull, Laura Cyca, 
Phil Paull, Trevor Somerville, Bess 
Robinson, Ross Robinson. Right: 
Cpt Jim VanderHeyden with Clint 
Huntley andTrinia Bisenberger 




BRAMPTON, ONT. 
— Jeffrey Cooper, 
supported by his 
parents, Boyd and 
Lynn, is enrolled as 
a soldier by Mjrs 
Bert and Kathie 
Sharp, COs 




ST. CATHARINES, ONT— New and reinstated soldiers are welcomed 
by Cpts Kent and Dena Hepditch, COs. From left, Luz and Joseph 
Milano, Marion Clarke, Phil Maw, Caleb Daniels, Ken Smith 



GAZETTE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Appointments and promotions 

Mjrs Pieter Dijkstra/Alida Dijkstra-Voorn, CS 
andTSWM, Netherlands and Czech Republic 
Tty, with rank of It-colonel 
TERRITORIAL 
Births 

CptsTim/Krista Andrews, son, Aleksandr 
Pearce, Feb 26; Cpts Mark/Naomi Dalley, daugh- 
ter, Faith Ruth Eleanor, Mar 18; Cpts Bram/Anita 
Pearce, son, Edward Wesley, Mar 27 
Appointments 

Cpt Brenda Murray, Ontario government rela- 
tions liaison officer, Ont. CE Div (additional 
responsibility); Mjr Nancy Virtue, court officer, 
London CJS, Ont. GL Div 
Note: Full details of this year's annual change of 
officers are available online at Salvationist.ca 
Compassionate leave 
Mjr Maureen Voce 



Promotions to major (Jun 17) 

Cpts Murray/Annetta Jaster 
Promotions to major (Jun 19) 

Cpts Randy/Debbie Gatza, Norman/Cindy 

Hamelin, Doug/Karen Hammond, Patrick/Lisa 

O'Doherty, Dale/Jo Sobool 

Promotions to major (Jun 26) 

Cpts Glenda Davis, Kent Hepditch, Peter/ 

Janice Rowe, Doug/Miriam Stevens, Louise 

Wareham 

Retirements 

Cpt Joseph Mulwain, out of Gitsegukla, B.C. 

Last appointment: Gitsegukla, B.C. Div; Mjr 

AlonzoTwyne, out of Toronto Temple. Last 

appointment: executive director, CJS, Barrie, 

Ont. N Div 

Promoted to Glory 

Mjr Ernest Diamond, from St. John's, N.L., 

Mar 18; Mjr Isabel Arkinstall, from Lethbridge, 

Alta., Mar 20; Mrs. Brg Minnie Rawlins, from 

Sidney, B.C., Mar 30; Cpt Evelyn Goodridge, 



from Claresholm, Alta., Mar 31; Mrs. Mjr Jean 
Haun, from Simcoe, Ont., Mar 31; Mjr Ethel 
Johnston, fromToronto, Apr 2; Mrs. Mjr Amanda 
Burkholder, from Langley, B.C., Apr 5 

CALENDAR 

Commissioners William and Marilyn Francis 

Jun 10Winnipeg Grace Hospital; Jun 1 1-15 ter- 
ritorial leaders' conference and commissioning 
events, Winnipeg; Jun 27-29 Newfoundland 
and Labrador provincial congress, Mount 
Pearl, N.L. 

Lt-Colonels Donald and Ann Copple 
Jun 11-15 territorial leaders' conference and 
commissioning events, Winnipeg 
General and Mrs. Bramwell H.Tillsley (Rtd) 
Jun 6-8 holiness congress, Atlanta, Ga., U.S.A. 
SouthernTty; 
Canadian Staff Band 
Jun 13-15 commissioning events, Winnipeg 
(ensemble only) 
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TRIBUTE 

CAMBRIDGE, Ont.— Born in Coventry, England, in 
1928, Captain John Shaler joined the British military 
in 1947 and subsequently served in various parts of the 
world over the next five years. In 1954, he married his 
wife, Elsie, and within a year they moved to Australia. 
Seeking to fulfil God's call on their lives, they entered 
training in Melbourne and were commissioned in 1958 
as members of the Faithful Session. Moving to Canada in 1967, they 
held various corps and social services appointments before retiring to 
Cambridge in 1977 due to John's ill health. In retirement he and Elsie 
were actively involved at Cambridge Citadel, where John continued 
to lead Bible studies until shortly before his promotion to Glory. He 
is survived by his wife, Elsie; son, Mark (Kathy) and their children; 
daughter, Kim (Jaime) Allen. 

CORNER BROOK, N.L.— Born in Norman's Cove, N.L., 
in 1917, Jessie B. Simms (nee Piercey) became a 
Christian at the age of nine. She moved to Corner Brook 
where she met her future husband, Walter. They were 
married in 1941 and enjoyed 63 years together. Jessie 
was enrolled as a senior soldier in 1942 and went on 
to serve as a dedicated Sunday school teacher, home 
league member and songster. She was one of the founding members 
of the league of mercy in Corner Brook (now community care minis- 
tries) and served faithfully for more than 50 years. Jessie had the gift 
of hospitality and many officers and friends enjoyed spending time at 
her home. She is survived by daughter, Ruby (Jerry) Bartlett; sons Fred 
(Eileen) and John (Sue); daughter-in-law, Anne; 10 grandchildren; 10 
great-grandchildren; sister, Pearl Noel; sister-in-law, Melinda Piercey, 
and many other relatives and friends. 

DEER LAKE, N.L.— Violet Lodge came toThe Salvation 

Army and was enrolled as a senior soldier in 1979. She 

attended home league regularly and was a faithful member 

1 of the corps until her promotion to Glory at the age of 85. 

I She is remembered by her husband of 65 years, Adolphus; 

y^ daughters Daphne (Ernest) Dureke and JackieYoung 

I (Robert Hussey); sons Albert (Cynthia), Gerald (Ruby) 

and Wayne (Phyllis), and many other family and friends. 

eST. JOHN'S, N.L.— Born at Change Islands, N.L., in 
1930, Major Ernest Diamond was raised in a Salvation 
Army home. He worked as a fisherman but in his early 
life responded to God's call to be a fisher of souls. 
Commissioned in 1954 as a member of the Shepherds 
Session, he served in various Newfoundland corps before 
entering thefield of addictions rehabilitation. His ministry 
subsequently took him to various Harbour Light programs in Kingston, 
Ont. Toronto, and St. John's, N.L., from which he retired in 1994. He is 
missed by wife, Lillian; brothers Eric (Margaret) and Llewelyn (Martha); 
sister, Clara (Roy); sister-in-law, Margaret; many nieces, nephews and 
other family members. 

VICTORIA— Born in Rossburn, Man., in 1911, Mrs. 
Brigadier Mabel Elizabeth Rawlins was the oldest 
often siblings. Commissioned in 1930, she served at 
various corps in Ontario before marrying Captain Arthur 
Rawlins. Together they ministered in various corps 
throughout the territory and were the first officers at 
the new Scarborough Citadel, Toronto, in 1958. They later 
served in correctional services until their retirement in 1973. Minnie, as 
she was known, receivedThe Salvation Army's Distinguished Service 
Award for her leadership in various fields. Most notably, she was active 
in the girl guide movementfor nearly 84 years, influencing hundreds of 
young women who remember her with love. She also was active in the 
Women's Christian Temperance Union, where she served in various 
capacities including world president. She is survived by daughters 
Mabel Jean and Kenna (Owoh); son-in-law, Aaron; two grandsons; four 
great-grandchildren; sister, Annie Brinkman; brother, StephenTopolie, 
and many other family and friends. 
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November 2 



Salvationists continue to engage in conversation to discover God's 
design for a mission-driven Salvation Army. Watch for further details 



Proclaiming 




Founded in 1 935 
by Rev Maynard James, 

The Flame 

is a quarterly holiness 

magazine in theWesleyan 

tradition (Editor: Major 

Norman Armistead) 

To subscribe, 
send$l3(CDN)to: 

Carol Manley, 
Subscription Secretary 

59 Parkstone Ave. 

Bridgwater, Somerset, 

United Kingdom TA6 6DN 



It's not too late to book an incredible 
15-day journey to 

The Lands of the Bible 
Israel, Egypt and Jordan 

October 22 - November 5 

Majors Woody and Sharon Hale invite you to join them on their 

12th pilgrimage • three days inTiberias on Galilee • one relaxing 

day at the Dead Sea and Spa and Masada • three days at Eilat 

with visits to Mount Sinai, Egypt and Petra in Jordan • six days 

in Jerusalem following the footsteps of Jesus 

For more information, visit www.creativeventures.ca, 
e-mail wshale@sympatico.ca or phone 905-440-4378 

Air Canada — direct flight from Toronto to Tel Aviv 




Advancing the 
Mission 

The Salvation Army exists to share the love 
of Jesus Christ, meet human needs and be a 
transforming influence in the communities of 
our world. 

Salvationist needs pictures and stories of 
howThe Salvation Army is living its mission 
and values in your community. Send to 
Salvationist, 2 Over lea Blvd, Toronto ON 
M4H 1P4 or e-mail us at salvationist@can. 
salvationarmy.org. 
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For a quote, please contact us 

In Ontario: Outside Ontario: 

I -800-240-5283 I -877-6 1 5-2607 
www.deeksinsurance.ca 



ARE YOU RAYING 
TOO MUCH FOR 
INSURANCE? 

Special insurance rates 

for Members and Employees 

of The Salvation Army 

Tin 

If you are a member or employee JLr- 

of The Salvation Army, you may jR^ 

qualify for special rates on your V^ 

auto, home, boat or recreational ti 

vehicle through The Evangelical Group Insurance Plan. 

We also have special packages for Officers. 



^ The Evangelical 
Group Insurance PlaR) 

AUTO • HOME • CONDO • TENANT 





Canada and Bermuda Territorial Leaders ,_ M^ 

• • lAi-ii- iai j ivii i r. r • For more infc....w...w.. / .^„ 

issioners William W. and Marilyn D. Francis , ..... . .,. 

. ~ ... .» ^ . and event schedules visit: 

Lieut.-Colonels Donald J. and Ann Copple 

Carol Jaudes and U.S.A. Eastern Territorial Drama Team HaiTVeStof HopeCongreSS.COm 
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Sex 

What's God Got to Do With It? 

by Rick Richardson 

Perhaps you've thought or heard statements 
such as "God doesn't like sex" or "Christianity 
is sexually repressive and oppressive toward 
women and gays." Here's an opportunity to 
explore for yourself what the Bible actually 
says about sexuality. You may be surprised 
at what you discover. Includes six sessions 
with notes for leaders. Published by Inter- Varsity Press. 

Marriage 

by Gary Chapman and Stephen W. Smith 
Life is not a flow chart. We weren't meant to 
master it on our own. We weren't meant to be 
mastered by it either. This discussion guide, 
part of the Transformation of a Man's Heart 
series published by Inter- Varsity Press, puts 
us in conversation with God and with one 
another to see how God shapes and trans- 
forms us in the ordinary experiences of our 
lives. Includes six sessions for individuals or groups 

Why Guys Need God 

The Spiritual Side of Money, Sex and 
Relationships 

by Mike Erre 

What is wrong with the male species? Why 

do we still chase after bigger pay cheques, 

better homes and cuter women to define us 

as men? And why does church often seem so 

fake and irrelevant to guys? "It's simple," says 

author Mike Erre. "God is the one who led 

us into this mess . . . and he's the one who'll 

lead us out." Move beyond the stereotypes to discover the heart 

of the masculine condition. 

Male and Female 

by Dan B. A I lender and Tremper Longman III 

Men and women are different from each 
other, yet not opposites. What do gender 
differences mean for our personal identity? 
What does it mean in marriage? Is a married 
man called to be his wife's leader? These six 
Bible studies from Inter- Varsity Press, part 
of the Intimate Marriage series, point the 
way toward honouring our differences and 
treating each other as prized equal partners. 

Sexual Intimacy 

by Dan B. A I lender and Tremper Longman III 

Sex is God's gift to those who have committed 
themselves to become one flesh. These six 
Bible studies from Inter- Varsity Press, part 
of the Intimate Marriage series, will help you 
honour the image of God in each other and 
live out the goal of marriage. As you explore 
and respond to Scripture together, you will 
discover the strength and beauty of your mar- 
riage and become ever more intimate companions. 







Unlimiting God 

Increasing Your Capacity to Experience 
the Divine 

by Richard Blackaby 

Through expert scriptural examination, amaz- 
ing stories about believers around the world 
and probing questions for further study, this 
book will challenge you to allow God to help 
you exceed your own self-imposed limits. 
Only then can you experience new and deeper 
dimensions in your relationship with your loving God 

The New Conspirators 

Creating the Future One Mustard Seed 
at a Time 

by Tom Sine 

The world is not slowing down but we can 

still map where it is headed. Some of the most 

imaginative, courageous Christians are already 

on the path into the emerging edge, and Tom 

Sine maps what people are already doing. A 

must-read for pastors, church planters and 

ministry leaders, this important and hopeful book is for all who 

are concerned about the future of the Church. 

For these and other great products contact 

The Salvation Army Christian Book and Supply Centres, 

purchase online at SalvationArmy.ca/store 

or e-mail: orderdesk@can.salvationarmy.org 




CREATING THE FUTURE 
ONE MUSTARD SEED AT A TIME 


TOM SINE 





Ordination and 

Commissioning Events 

for 

God's Fellow Workers Session 

June 13-14 

With Commissioners William W* 
and Marilyn D* Francis 

Territorial Leaders, 
Canada and Bermuda Territory 

Friday, June 13 — 7:30 p*nu 

Divisional Salute to God s Fellow Workers Session 

Southlands Community Church 

85 Keslar Rd, Winnipeg 

Sponsored by Manitoba and 

Northwest Ontario Divisional Headquarters 

Saturday, June 14 — 4 p*m* 

Ordination and Commissioning 

Elim Chapel, 546 Portage Ave, Winnipeg 

Refreshments following the service 
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Colonel Eleanor 

Shepherd answers 

your questions 



Trusting God For Our 
Needs 

Do our prayers really 
influence God? If so, why 
is it that sometimes, no 
matter how often and 
how hard we pray, we still 
don't see the results that 
we want? 

Similar to last month's ques- 
tion, this is something with 
which we all struggle. Why 
does God not seem to answer 
our prayers, especially when 
we pray with such fervour and 
sincerity about something that 
is really important to us? 

The best we can say is that 
we must make some assump- 
tions based on what we know 



about God from the Bible. We 
start by recognizing that he is 
all knowing and all loving. If, 
in spite of our earnest pleas and 
petitions, he does not respond as 
we desire, it must be that he has 
a greater understanding of the 
most appropriate answer, know- 
ing us and our needs even better 
than we do. The Bible teaches 
that God desires only our good. 
Thus if what we ask is consistent 
with what he knows is for our 
good, he will answer our prayers 
accordingly. 

To accept that God will not 
answer our prayers in the way 
we want him to requires from 
us a sense of humility in recog- 
nizing that his ways are higher 
than our ways. It also demands 



of us the faith to believe that he 
will give us the desires of our 
hearts when they are consist- 
ent with what God knows is the 
very best for us. How our pray- 
ers influence the way in which 
he does this is something I am 
unable to explain. Yet I believe 
they do, as we see answers to 
our prayers. 

Despite the mystery of unan- 
swered prayer, may the Lord 
grant to each of us that neces- 
sary humility and faith as we 
learn to walk in his ways. 

Send your questions to Colonel 
Eleanor Shepherd at eleanor_ 
shepherd@can.salvationarmy. 
org or do Salvationist, 2 Overlea 
Blvd, Toronto ONM4H 1P4 
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June 1-7 

Focus on our Territorial Mission Statement: 
The Salvation Army exists to share the love 
of Christ... 

1 Pray that your experience of Christ's love will 
grow deeper 

2 Pray for wisdom and grace to share Christ's 
love with those in your circle of influence 

3 Pray that the relationships within your 
worshipping community will reflect Jesus' 
call to love (see John 15:12) 

4 Seek God's guidance for practical ways that 
your congregation can show Christ's love to 
the larger community 

5 Pray for new ministries that are developing 
throughout the territory 

6 Pray for an unsaved friend 

7 Meditate on 1 John 4:7-21 

June 8-14 

Focus on the Territorial Leaders' Conference 
and Commissioning Weekend 

8 Pray for our territorial leaders, divisional 
leaders and department heads as they meet 
in conference this week in Winnipeg 

9 Pray for cadets of the Witnesses for Christ 
Session as they prepare for their summer 
assignments 

1 Pray for unsaved family members and friends 
of the cadets and soon-to-be commissioned 
officers 

11 Pray for those who will contribute to the 
ministry of commissioning weekend 

12 Pray for those who will present God's Word 
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throughout the weekend and those who will 
hear it 

13 Pray for cadets of the God's Fellow Workers 
Session as they solemnize their commitment 
to God by signing their Officer's Covenant 

14 Thank God for the new officers as they are 
ordained and commissioned 

June 15-21 

Focus on Evangelism 

15 Pray that communities across the territory 
will be receptive to summer outreach 
programs 

16 Thank God for those who will lead Vacation 
Bible Schools 

17 Pray that children who attend VBS programs 
will accept God's love and their families will 
be influenced for Christ 

1 8 Pray for those who will use music and creative 
arts to witness in parks, on beaches and in 
other summer venues 

19 Pray for Comrs Max and Lennie Feener, 
Comrs William and Marilyn Francis and all 
who will be giving leadership to this year's 
Newfoundland and Labrador Provincial 
Congress 

20 Pray for the children's, youth and outreach 
events of the congress 

21 Pray that the congress will result in the 
strengthening of believers and the addition 
of new members to God's family 

June 22-28 

Focus on Women's Ministries 

22 Pray that sufficient funds will be received to 
support women's ministries projects in our 
Partners in Mission countries 

23 Pray that sufficient funds will be raised for this 



year's territorial project in Mexico. Pray for 
the safety and protection of Tijuana's most 
vulnerable children through the La Gloria 
Project. Pray for victims of human trafficking 
and those who minister to them 

24 Pray that God will raise up and equip godly 
women leaders with a passion for reaching 
other women for Christ and discipling 
them 

25 Pray for discernment and wisdom to identify, 
encourage and empower women for ministry 
and service 

27 Pray that women who attend camps and 
divisional events will find new life in Christ, 
grow in spiritual maturity, and discover the 
joy of service and the blessing of fellowship. 
Pray for anointing and guidance for those 
who will prepare, lead and speak at these 
events 

28 Pray for the mission team to Tanzania (Sep 
16-Oct 3): for their work among the women 
and children, for the health and safety of 
team members and for God's blessing on 
their ministry 

June 29-30 

Focus on Overseas Personnel who are 
Returning Home to Canada 

29 Pray for Cpt Margaret McLeod who is 
returning from Papua New Guinea 

30 Pray for Greg and Dawne Warkentin and their 
family who are returning from Bangladesh 

The 2008 Prayer Diary is available online 
at Salvationist.ca. To receive your copy 
by e-mail, contact Major Gail Winsor, 
spiritual life and prayer co-ordinator, at 
gail_winsor@can. salvationarmy org 




Program Directors: 

Ian & Catherine Rawlins 

Date: July 5 -11, 2008 

Jackson's Point Camp 

Cost: $263.00 

www.ilovecamp.ca 




ALL ONTARIO 



VIUSIC & GOSPEL ARTS CAMP 2008 




God (is With Us! 



August 16-22,2008 
Jackson's Point Conference Centre 

Darren Bartlett, UK Territory 
Vocal Guest 

Colonels Glen & Eleanor Shepherd 
Chief Counsellors 

FINAL FESTIVAL 
SCARBOROUGH CITADEL 

2021 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto 
Friday, August 22nd, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m. 




Download an application from www.ilovecamp.ca. Program inquiries contact 416-321-2654 xl77 
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school of music 

PND GOSPEL ARTS 
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